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that act; «nd so they weuld this, if it should be- 
come a law. 

The gentlemen opposite seem to dread cxeeed- 
ingly the encroachments of Executive power; yet 
what would be the u timaie effect of placing this 
law, in conjunction with the apportionment act, on 
the statute book? Would it not be to place it per- 
manently there, even though a large majority of 
the States and the people should find, by ils opera- 
tion, that it was most odivsus and injurious; for it 
would be entirely at the discretion of the Exccu- 
live to admit of i's repeal? His refusal to concur 
in its repeal, would throw it back upon Congress 
for a vole of two thirds; but that would be hope- 
less, and thus the Executive would have the entire 
control of the organization of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. To this consummation gentlemen 
are hurrying, noiwithsianding their present hatred 
and fears of Executive power. 

Mr. W. scanned the several provisions of the 
bill, pointing out the unprecedenied innovations 
on the rights of the Sta‘es, and the principles of 
representation which they involved. He pointed 
to the extraordinary stretch of power assumed in 
relation to fines and imprisonment, for offences 
against this law—such as those of the $500 fine 
and six months’? imprisonmeat under the 6h sec- 
tion; and the $50 fine and thirty days’ imprison- 
ment, under the 13th section, at the discretion of 
any justice or State officer—a power hitherto un- 
known in this country. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN explained ihat, in the latter 
case, the fine authorized would be only $50, and 
the imprisonment thirty days—saot six months, as 
supposed by theSenator from New York. 

Mr. BAGBY pointed out the unconstitutional 
provisions of the apportionment act, and the double 
iniquity of this bill, in its imperative attempt to 
enforce a direct violation of the Constitution. 
This was an arbitrary atempt to rob sovereign 
States of their representation altogether. The 
States of Missouri, Georgia, and Mississippi mieht 
give every vote of their qualified voters for Repre- 
sentatives, the unanimous choice of each State; yet 
those Representatives were to be deprived of their 
seals, because they were the choice of whole Siates, 
instead of single districts. 

Mr.B. brought into a condensed review his ar- 
gumenis against the apporionment bill, and ap- 
plied them with renewed effect cgainst the bill un- 
der discussion. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said he thought a single coup 
d’eil at the empty srais would show at what a happy 
moment this bill had been introduced. Halfa 
dozen Senatrrs en either side were all that were 
present. Where was the chairman of the commit- 
tee who reported the bill? Where was the Scna- 
tor from Mississippi, whose State was about to be 
disfranchised 2 Where was the Senator from 
Georgia [his colleague?] Was this a time to press 
forward an important bill, involving the rights of 
the people of the whole Union? Shame! shame !! 

No man was more alive to every feeling of pro- 
priety, in his private character, than the Senator 
from Kentucky; yet that Senator had not scrupled, 
at such a time, and under such circumstances as 
were pressing around them, to introduce a meas- 
ure which, he mast be well assured by refer- 
ence to the past, war calculated to produce strife 
and animosity, agilation and conflicts. Shame! 
shame! Was such a course of legislation to be 
endured? Wasall regard to propriety, all love of 
country, to be banished? It was this sort of legis- 
Jation which had almost disorganized the other 
branch of the Legislature. Congress, by this bill, 
attempts to decide the question ot the legality of the 
qualification, election, and return cf members to 
the House of Representatives; not for one session, 
but for all coming time. The bill provides that 
the decision of an officer of taat House should be 
definitive, and yet provides no punishment in cave 
of dereliction of duty. 








GLOBE. 








——— W EEKLY——— 





PRICE $1 PER SESSION. 





SA'TURDAY, AUGUST 27, 1842. 


Whet (said Mr. C ) is ‘he trae character of the 
bili? Ft is a bil to provide that a certain par'y 
shall, under a!l cireum-tances, have the sway in 
the viher House of Congress, even though they 
should not have a majority in that House. If this 
be not so, let me be centradicted. [am rot con- 
tradie'ed; therefore it isso. The biil provides that 
two States of this Unien, whose political feeling 
and political complexien are well ascertained, 
whose determination is well known, shall not be 
represented in the next Congress. You restrain, 
by your law, the House from organizing itself, 
except in the manner you prescribe; and the effect 
will be, to force compliance with your Jaw, which 
they consider unjust and oppressive, or else to 
cause them to treat your law with scorn and con- 
terspt. Is this the iron and inexorable rule which 
the Senate is prepared to adopt? How will it 
operate upon proud American hearts?) They will, 
be assured, if you trample upon them, rise in their 
majesty and their might, and throw you off. Appeal 
to your own hearts, and ask, what must be the ef- 
fect of such Iegisla‘ion? Restrain your impetu- 
osity; proceed calmly, deliberately, and wisely; and 
secure to yourselves, instead of the reproaches of 
an injured country, the blessings and the commend- 
ations of the whole community. 

The question was then taken on Mr. ALLEN’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 20, 
nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Siurgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts. Critenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Fres 
ton, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge —25. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that, when the appor- 
tionment biil was Lefore the Senate, he had stated 
his views so fuily,that it would be unnecessary 
now to repeat arguments he then urged in vain, to 
induce some modification of those provisions he 
considered obnoxious to the States, and most in- 
expedient in themselves. He had not disputed the 
power of Congress to interfere in the manner 
pointed evtin the Constitution; but he had doubted, 
and still continued to duubi, exceedingly, the ex- 
pedieacy of exercising that power. As the Senate 
was fully aware of bis sentiments on the subject, 
he would not occupy further time than was neces- 
sary to move the fo'lowing amendmen!, to come in 
at the end of the first section: 

And provided further, (in substance,) That nothing in this 
section, oy in the act therein referred to, shall be held to ex- 
tend to the election of any person who shall be chosen a Rep- 
resentative to the 28th Congress inany State, in which, by the 
laws of such State, the election for Representatives to Congress 
is required to be made by general ticket, and where the elec- 
tion has been held, or may be held, in accordance with such 
State iaws. ' 

On this amendment he called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN «aid, if he thought it would be 
of any avail, he would make an appeal to the Sen- 
ate to avoid this sort of legislation. If ever there 
was a time when this Government should avoid 
coming in conflict with State Governments, it was 
the present. 

Without entering into the question whether the 
ouiginal law was a wise one, or whether this was a 
wise one, it was very well known to the Senate 
that, in four or five of the States, it was impossible 
to comply with them. He himself represented, in 
pa't, a State so situated that it was almost impos- 


| sible they should adopt the law without occasioning 


internal discord. Under ihe circamstances of the 
whole case, he did hope the Senate would pause, 
aid not press upon the States an enactment of this 
kind, dangerous in its consequences, and, at the 
same time, of doubiful utility. 

Mr. LINN said he was very glad the Senator 
from Georgia had introduced this amendment. It 
was but common justice to some of the weaker 
States. When the apportionment bill was before 


the Senate, he (Mr. L.) gave his views, as did his 
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colearus, (Mr Bewsron,] in relation to the gfeat 
injustice which wonld be doae to Missouri. It was 
tacnffully shown, by these and other Senators, how 
injuriously the requirements of that bill wonld act 
upon his State. The condition in which that 
State found itself, was one which its Legislature, 
when last in session, could not foresee, and which 
the State could not avoid. He deprecated the 
course pursued by the authors of that act then, and 
he depreeated the same course now pursued by 
the same authors of this bill. 

He couwld not help regretting that a new State, 
such as Missouri, at a period of its existence which 
entitled it to protection and encouragement, shonlid 
be placed in a position, without any volition of its 
own, to bring it in collision with the General Gov- 
ernment. The act of the General Government 
which occasioned snechasiate cf things was un- 
called for—no case having occurred, since the 
Constitution, which gave the slightest pretence for 
interference with the domestic arrangements of 
ihe States for the election of their own Represen‘a- 
tives. No complaints had been made by any 
State, thathe was aware of. Trere wasn» pos- 
sible oceasion for officious intermeddling in the 
matter. If be understood the nature of practical 
legislation, i's fundamental principle was, to pass 
as few laws as possible. He believed it was the 
rule of all wie legislation, that no new law 
should be passed, except to correct some 
existing evil, or cure some defect of laws before 
passed, when the practical operation had discover- 
ed errors that needed correction. But never till 
now had the yrinciple been aisumed, that it was 
necessary to pass laws to correct contemplated 
evils which exist only in the imagination of the 
the law-makers, and are not admitted to be evils 
by thoce most interested. Which of the States 
wants these laws? If any, can they not make 
them for themselvis? Where do the evils exist 
which they are to remedy, except in gentlemen’s 
own imaginations? Why pass this bill at ali? 
Why not ratber, in obedience to the manifestations 
made by so many Staies recently, repeal the ob- 
noxious clause of the apportionment act? 

Can anything be more unjust than the manner 
in which} Missouri is to be trea‘ed?) That Siate, in 
the regular course of its legalized policy, proceeded 
to the election ef 1% members of Congress for the 
next Congress of the United States. The members 
thus elec ed wi'l come to the seatof Government 
at the appointed time, to take their seats, as insured 
to them by the Constitution. Are they te have 
the doors of the House of Represen'atives shut in 
their face by the Clerk of a former Congress, be- 
cause they are representatives of a wh: le State, 
and not of its fragments?) Are they to be ejected 
thus unceremoniously by the Clerk of the House, 
in spite of the rights secured to them by the Consti- 
tution? This, indecd, will be an exhibilion of un- 
constitutional usurpation, growing out of the legis- 
lation of this Congress, extraordinary even for our 
remarkable above all preceding Congresses for i's 
violation of constituuional rights. Weil mav sove- 
reign Sta'es date from this Congress, as trom a 
fatal epoch. It was not alone by a habeas corpus 
act that their sovereignty was paral;zed: now (ney 
are deprived of the very principle of represent- 
ation. 

Their right toa voice in the councls«f the na- 
tion is to be decided by the fiatof a Clerk«f the 
House of Representatives. ‘This, indeed, is ;!un- 
ging deep'y into the bowels o/ the system, to vestrey 
all vitality, under the pretence of reaching an ime 
agined morbid part. Itis time for gentlemen to 
see that it is impossible for them to go on much 
longer in this way. 

It was no iime to press a measure of such fcar- 
ful import and responsibility, at the her! of a bine 
months’ sevsion, when there was no t:me for de- 
liberation What was the condition of Con- 
gress—of the country—of the Government, when 
thus caiicd upon to act in a matier which may 
convuise the whole Uuion in i's operation? 
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He hoped, '~/ore evening, gentlemen would see 
the propriety of laying this bill on the table. If 
some motion to that effect were not made and 
adopted before the bill came to its third reading, he 
would feel himself bound then to make it himself. 

Mr. KING remarked, that, with regard to such 
of the Siates as had already held their elections, 
this must be regarded as an ez post facto law, and 
therefore clearly unconstitutional. Without going 
into the subject more at large at present, he would 
suggest to the opposite side, that the bill had been 
hastily taken up; that the Senate was not prepared 
tor ihe discussion; and that, at least, it ought to be 
pos poned till there was time for due deliberation, 
and a full Senate. He would therefore move to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill till 
to-morrow, 


Mr. ARCHER observed that he had, on former 
occasions, resisted appeals for delay, in consequence 
of the manner in which they were made; bnt this, 
coming from so respectablea source, and made ina 
Manner al once so proper, respectful, and cour- 
teous, he could not resist. As it seemed to be the 
Senaior’s wish to obtain time for information to 
discuss ihe subject, be should certainly vote for his 
mo ion to postpone the bill till to-morrow. 

Mr. LINN did not, he supposed, understand the 
Senator’s expressions. Had the Senator from 
Alabama asked the other side for any favor? 

Mr. ARCHER explained, but his explanation 
was not distincily heard. 

Toe farther consideration of the bill was then 
postponed till to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, House bill enti- 
tled An act for the relief of William R. Slay- 
maker was taken up, as in committee of the whole, 
considered, reported to the Senate, and finally 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business; and, after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, August 23, 1842. 

Mr. STANLY asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowmg joint resolution: 

JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing experiments to be made 
for the purpose of testing Samuel Colt’s submarine battery. 
Resolved by the Senate and Houseof Representatives of 

the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, instructed to ren- 
der Mr. Samuel Colt facilities to test hissubmarine battery 
to an extent, which will settle the questions whether there can, 
with ease and safety, successfully be employed a power sufli- 
cient to cestoy the largest class ships of war, when in motion, 
passing In or out of harbor, without the necessity of approach 
within reach of shet from guns of the largest calibre; and wheth- 
er continued operations, after the destructionof one or more 
vessels, can be effected without removing the means under ex- 
posure to an advancing squadron; and whether the same can 
be used for the defence of a harbor, without endangering the 
passage in or out of other than hostile vessels. 

And be it further resolved, That should Mr. Colt’s subma- 
rine battery stand the above test, he is hereby authorized to pro- 
ceed, under the direction ot the President and the Secretaries of 
the Navy and of War, to fortify whatever harbor may be agreed 
upon for that purpose, provided he will undertake the sane at 
a Cost not exceeding the mean cost of the United States steam: 
ships Missouri and Mississippi; the necessary expenses to be 
paid out of any money in the treasury, not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

No objection baving been made, the resolution 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs; and asked the gentleman 
from North Carolina if he would be willing to ex- 
pend six or seven hundred thousand dollars for the 
purpose of testing an experiment. 

Mr. WISE had no objection to the reference of 
the resolution to the Committee on Naval Affairs; 
but he thought it was rather hasty to pass it in the 
present form. The first part, Mr. W. believed, 
was authorized by the ordnance bill of the last ses- 
sion; which authorizes the Secretary of the Navy 
to expend acertain sum in testing experiments. 
He would remark, that there were other inventions 
for submarine explosions besides Mr. Colt’s; and 
it would be unreasonable to give his the preference, 
without giving the others an equal chance. He 
was not prepared to say which was best. At all 
events, he was opposed to the latter part of the re- 
solution, which proposed to authorize the Secretary 
of the Navy to enter into a contract with Mr. Colt 
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for laying down his submarine shells. He thought 
he had understood from the Secretary of the Navy 
the nature of Mr. Colt’s invention, and it was not 
necessary to lay the sheils down in time of peace. 
It would be only necessary to test their value; and 
if the result proved to be satisfactory, keep them 
ready, to be Jaid down at the necessary points in 
time of war. 

The reference was then made to the Conimittce 
on Nava! Affairs. 

Mr. COOPER of Pa. moved to take up the bill 
for the relief of Samuel Siaymaker; which, after 
some observations from Mr. COWEN, in favor of 
taking up other private bills, was agreed to; and 
the bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittre of the Whole. 

Mr. BARNARD called up the resolution, hereto- 
fore submitted by him, to take the remedial justice 
bill out of Committee of the Whole in one hour 
after it shall be considered the next time. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the reading of the 
rule on which the resolution was founded; and it 
was read. 

Mr. SAUNDERS moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; and the yeas and nays being called for, a 
count was had to ascertain if one-fifth of the mem- 
bers present demanded them; resulting in ayes 20, 
noes 60. 

There not being a quorum voting, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered; and the roll being called, it ap- 
peared that 153 answered to their names. 

On motionof Mr. BARNARD, further proceed- 
ings under the call were dispensed with. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on Mr. 
SaUNDERS’s motion to lay the res.lutien on the ta- 
ble; and the vote having been taken, the motion 
was rejected—yeas 73, nays 82. 

The resolution was then adopted—ayes 75, noes 
54. 

POST-ROAD BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and took up ‘‘A bill to establish certain 
post-roads.” 

The committee proceeded through the items in 
relation to the post-routes in Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Vermont, New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, in part. 
The committee, at 12 o’clock, rose, for want of 
a quorum; and that fact was reported to the 
House. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a call of the House; on 
which he cailed for tellers, to ascertain if there wa 
nota quorum present. 

Tellers were ordered; and, having taken the vote, 
announced 93 in the affirmative, and 40 in the neg- 
ative—beirg more than a quorum. 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, and proceeded with the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

On several divis'ons, however, it was found dif- 
ficult 10 get a quorum to vote. The commit: 
tee then proceeded with the items in relation to 
Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Indiana, lilincis, Maine, Arkansas, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, and Florida. : 

At half-past 2 o’clock, on a division—there being 
but 112 in the affirmative, and 2 in the negative — 
the committee rose for the want of a quorum, and 
reported that fact to the House. 

A call of the House was then moved, and agreed 
te. The Clerk called the roll, and 117 members 
were found to be in attendance. The absentees 
were then called, and 128 were found to be pres- 
ent. The doors were then closed; but all furiber 
proceeding under the call were immediately dis- 
pensed with, and the House again resolved itself in 
Committee of the Whole, and proceeded with the 
bill. 

Mr. VAN BUREN offered an amendment, es- 
tablishing a route from Kingston, via Eddysville, 
to Esopus, New York. 

Also, a route from Marbleton, via Olive, to 
Shokan; which was lost. 

After a number of amendments had been adopt- 
ed— 


j 














Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to lay the bill 
aside, to be reported; which motion was carried. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved to take up the 
bill authorizing a survey and examination to be 
made of the harbor of Memphis, ‘Tennessee; which 
was agreed to; and, on motion of Mr. W., the bill 
was laid aside, to be reported. 

On motion by Mr. MOORE, the committee took 
up the bill to reimburse the State of Louisiana for 
certain expenditures incurred by her for a detach- 
ment of her militia that was employed in the Fiori- 
da war: amended,'and laid aside, to be reported. 

On motion by Mr. STANLY, the committee 
took up the bill making an appropriation for the 
erection of a marine hospital near Ocracock, North 
Carolina. After some remarks from Messrs. 
CAVE JOHNSON and STANLY, the bill was 
amended, and laid aside, to be reported. 

On motion by Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, the 
committee rose, and reported the bills to the 
House. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, from the com- 
mittee of conference on the disegreeing votes of the 
two Houses to the Senate’s amendments to the con- 
tingency bill, made a report thereon, which was 
read. 

Mr. I. then moved a concurrence in the report 
of the committee, and called for the previons ques- 
tion—under the operation of which, the motion 
was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House adjourned. 


—_—_— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GLOBE. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
August 23, 1842. 

Your reporter has reported me truly, in making 
me say yesterday, when my name was called on the 
engrossment of the tariff bill, that it was the bitter- 
est pill l had ever had to swallow; and that the ne- 
cessity of the case alone could induce me to vote 
“ay.” And you are also correct in saying that the 
Democrats who voted for the bill, did so “against 
both their inclination and their judgment ;” at least, 
I know it was so with me. Nothing but the de- 
plorable situation of the Government, brought on it 
by the reckless misrule of the Whig majority in 
Congress, and the abandonment of the wreck they 
had made—the doubtful existence of any law to 
collect any revenue, and the impossibility of getting 
another bill passed at this session which would 
stop the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands—could have induced me to vote as 
I did; for I ain not one of those who believe high 
tariffs or taxes will promote the interests or remove 
the burdens of the people. 

Nor would these, strong as they are, have been 
sufficient reasons, had it not been for the hope that 
the Senate would remove from the bill some of its 
more onerous provisions ; and, should this hope fail, 
the full confidence that, at an eurly day, a Demo- 
cratic Congress would remove such portions of it 
as may be found oppressive on any section of the 
country, or any of its industrial pursuits, Nor 
will it be less their duty to reduce the expendi- 
tures of the Government to the lowest possible 
point—the only true and efficient means of bringing 
permanent relief to all parts of the country, and re- 
ducing tariffs of duties or taxes on the people. 

Yours, truly, 
CHARLES BROWN. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnesbay, August 24, 1842, 

Mr. TALLM.DGE presented a memorial, nu- 
merously signed by shipwrights, joiers, and me- 
chanics, and others connected with shipping, resi- 
dents of New York city, praying that sheathing 
copper may be introduced free of duty. 

On motion of Mr. T.—the tariff bill being now 
before the Senate—the petition was laid on the 
table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
Siates, communicating, in reply to two resolutions 
of the Senate, that, in the present state of the cor- 
respondence on the important subject of securing 
payment of the awards made by the Mexican com- 
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mission, the rejection of various claims by that | had been told; if so, it was desirable to know it— 


commissicn, and the omission to act on others, it 
was not compatible with the public interest to com- 
municate to the Senate the information desired. 
Oa motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the message 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
Mr. MERRICK submitted a reso'ution, which 
was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate any detailed statement he may 
have caused to be prepared at the Treasury Depariment, 
since the passage by Congress of the “bill to provide revenue 
from imperts, and to change and modify existing laws impos- 
ing duties on imports, and for other purposes,”’ of the amount 
of revenue which would have been produced by said act, if it 
had become a law; together with a brief explanation of the data 
and reasons on which the estimate was founded, which may 
have accompanied the same. 


Mr. MERRICK remarked that they had_all 
seen in the newspapers conflicting statements as 
to the amount of revenue which it was probable 
could have been collected under the revenue bill 
which had been returned, and which was, with 
some modification, now before the Senate for ils 
consideration. It was probable that the estimates, 
which had been prepared under the direction of the 
Presiden!, contained valuable information; at all 
events, the facis, whatever they might be, might 
shed some light on this deeply interesting subject. 

Mr. EVANS said he had no objection to call for 
any information trom the proper departments to 
enlighten Senators upon any subject. It was the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, by law, to 
furnish information touching the state cf the treasu- 
ry, and plans for its improvement; and he there- 
fore protested against any interference by the 
President of the United States with the duties of 
that officer, who was responsible to Congress, and 
not to him, for the fulfilment of such duties as 
were required of him by !aw, touching the finances. 
As for calling upon the President to look into 
the finances, independent of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, he was opposed to it. 


Therefore, when he was asked to request the 
President for facts connected with the subject, he 
must reject the proposition entirely. If the infor- 
mation was desirable, he hoped that the Secretary 
himself would be called upon, and the resolution 
would be amended accordingly. The Secretary 
estimated the amount which would probably be 
collected under the bill, at twenty-seven and a half 
millions, If ihe President had required a subordi- 
nate officer to make a different estimate, for the 
purpose of influencing public opinion, be (Mr. E.) 
did not want itto be communicated to the Senate. 
They had seen an estimate tha! this bill would not 
yield $12 000,000; and this, too, directly in the face 
of that of the Secretary himself, that it would yield 
$27,000,000. He repeated, that they should have 
the information from a person who was responsible 
to Congress, and whose business it was to furnish 
it; and not through the President, from a subordi- 
nate officer of the Treasury Depariment. 


Mr. MERRICK desired to make a very brief 
reply. He simply meant to say that he did not 
wish to obtain from the President any informat’on 
which would have any authority or binding force 
on Senators, but which might enlighten them. He 
did not deny the proposition assumed by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, that the Secretary of the Trezs- 
ury was more direc'ly the fi-cal agent, and respon- 
sible to Congress for information touching the 
finances. But he put it to gentlemen whether, up- 
on this much-vexed question, if the President had 
any statements which had been deliberately pre. 
pared to throw light upon it, it was not desirable 
to have them before acting upon the bil! pending. 
He did not wish that they should be of any bind- 
ing force, but that they should pass for what they 
are worth. As tocalling on the Srcretary of the 
Treasury, he would say that the object wou!d be 
defeated. Taese siatements had not been made 
out by the Secretary of the Treasury: he was not 
here then, nor was he here at present. That officer 
was sick; and had le!t the seat of Government be- 
fore the passage of the revenue bill upon 
which the statemenis were founded. They 


have been prepared by avother officer of the Gov- 
ernment, by order of the President of the United 
States, and showing a great difference from the 
other statement, relied upon by Congress, as he 


} 


it was proper that they should all know it. Cer- 
tainly there cou!d not be any impropriety in call- 
ing on the executive head of the Government for 
the object proposed. It was their mght to do so. 
He was confident that the information in the state- 
ment alluded to would be useful, and hoped the 
resolution would be adopted without delay. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana objected to its consider- 
ation then; and the resclution consequently lies 
over one day. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred House bill authorizing 
the Solicitor of the Treasury to compromise and 
settle with the sureties of John H. Owen, late re- 
ceiver of public moneys at St. Stephen’s, Alabama; 
House biil making an additional appropriation for 
the expenses of the Territorial Government of 
Florida; and House bill making an appropriation 
for completing the public buildings in Florida—re- 
ported them back severally, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that they be indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the same committee, report- 
eda bill, making appropriations to carry into ef- 
fect the treaty with the Wyandot Indians; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


LEGAL'ZATION AND APPROPRIATION. 


Mr. EVANS, from the joint committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill “ lega'izing and making appropriations 
for such necessary objects as have been usually in- 
cluded in the general appropriation bills, without 
authority of law; and to fix and provide for certain 
incidental expenses of the departments and offices 
of the Government, and for other purposes,” made 
the following report: 

“ The managers appointed to conduct the conference on the 
part of the Senate, on the subject of the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses upon the amendments of the Senate to the bil! of 
the House entitled ‘An act legalizing and making appropria- 
uons for such necessary objects as have been usually included 
in the general appropriation bills without authority of law, and 
to fix and provide for certain incidenta) expenses of the depart. 
ments and offices of the Government, and for other purposes,’ 
have met managers appointed on the part of the House, and, 


after a full and free conference upon the subject of said disa- 
greeing votes, the said managers have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend, to their respective Houses as follows: 


“Ist. That the Senate recede from its first, ninth, eleventh, 
twelfth, twenty-fifth, thirty-first, thirty-sixth, forty-second, for- 
ty-third, forty-fifth, forty-seventh, forty-eighth, fiftieth, fifty-first, 
and fifty-third amendments disagreed to by the House. 

‘24, That the Senate recede from iis disagreement to the 
amendment of the House to the forty-sixth amendment of the 
Senate lagree to said amendment. 

“3.1. That the House recede from its disagreement to the third, 
seventh, eighth, eighteenth, thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, and 
forty-first amendments of the Senate, and agree to said amend- 
ments. 

“4th. That the House recede from its disagreement to the 
fortieth amendment of the Senate, and agree tusaid amendment 
amended to read as follows: ‘For purchase of ground north of 






the General Post Office, between 7th and 8th streets, or 50 much 
thereof as the Postmasier General may deem expedient, twenty. 
five thousand dollars,’ and that the Senate agree to said amend: 


” 


ment accordingly 


Mr. EVANS moved that the Senate concur in 
the report of the Committee of Conference, 

Mr. KING called upon him to explain what 
was the nature of the amendments of the Senate, 
from which it was proposed to recede. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the first was the 
amendment increasing the appropriation for the 
pay of watchmen in the executive buildings, be- 
yond what the House was willing to allow. As 
an offset, the Elouse recede from another amend- 

nent, by which it so leaves the matter that the 
watchmen can be employed on other services un- 
der the Government, by which their compensation 
will be increased almost equal to the sum proposed 
to be allowed by the Senate. 

The question was put, and the Senate receded 
from this amendments. 

The second which the Senate is recommended 
to recede from, is the clause increasi:g the com- 
pensation of the surveyors general of Wisconsin, 
Arkansas, and Towa. 

Mr. SEVIER opposed this part of the report. 
He saw no reason why these officers should not be 
placed on the same footing as the other surveyors 
general. Hehoped the Senate would adbere. 

Mr. EVANS would cnly say that the House 
had concurred in the report of the committee; and 
if the Senaie did not recede, the bill would be 
lost. 


| 
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ana the Senate “receded 


The question was put, 
from this amendment. 
The next was the amendment of the Senate, in- 
creasing the appropriation for the contingent ex- 
penses of the Post Office Department. 
Mr. EVANS said the House was unwilling to 
make any increase. 


The question was put, and the Senate receded 
from this amendment. ; 

The next were the amendments increasing the 
compensation to the superintendent of the Dah- 
lonega mint; allowing $500 each for two work- 
men who had been disabled by a fall from the 
Treasury building; allowing additional compensa- 
tion to the surveyors general; the appropriation to 
pay arrearages on account of Wyandot Indians; 
the appropriation to cover the expenses incurred 
in making the treaty with the Sac Indians; pro- 
viding additional compensation to messengers, 
clerks, pages, &c., on account of additional labors 
performed, growing out of the great length of the 
present session. 

Mr. SEVIER made some objection to receding 
from the amendment making appropriation to pay 
John Dillon for supplies furnisued the Camanche 
Indians; but withdrew it, on being assured that a 
bill had been reported, making an appropriation to 
cover the expenses of the treaty with the Sioux In- 
dians, to which he could append an amendmeni to 
attain his object. 

The question was then put on receding frem the 
several amendments above, and carried in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. EVANS moved to postpone the previous 
orders of the day, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill from the House to provide for the completion 
of the penitentiary in the Territory of lowa. The 
motion was agreed to; and 


The bill was taken up as in commiltee of the 
whole; and the amendments of the Committee on 
Finance, defining the objects of the appropriation, 
and jimi'ing the expenditure, having been agreed 
to, the bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading as amended. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ja- 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, the 
bill from the House entitled An act to establish a 
district court of the United States in the city of 
Wheeling, in the State of Virginia; and, on his 
molion, it was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole, considered, reported to the Senate, read the 
third ume, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the joint resolu- 
tion to authorize the extension of a contract for 
carrying ibe wail on the Potomac, was taken up, 
read the third time, and passed. ; 

On motion of Mr. LINN, House bill entitled 
An act for the relief of John Piatt, was taken up, 
and considered as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported to the Senate, read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which lic on the table under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to the Senate, at 
the next session of Congress, the number of Cherokee reserva- 
tion claims, and the names of the claimants, who presented and 
prosecuted, before the late board of commissioners under the 
Cherokee treaty of 1835 and 1836, their claims to recover the 
amount ef money by them respectively paid te the States for 


their reservations therein, under the operation of the lawe 
thereol; the names of the Claimants whoee claims were allow- 
ed; the amounts severally allowed to each, the date thereof, 
and the aggregate of such allowances; the amount paid to each 
claimant, and the aggregate and dates’oi such payments. That 
he also report whether any such claims allowed by said board 
of commissioners have been disallowed and rejected by the de- 
partment, and payment thereof refused. If so, the names of 
such claimants, and the reasons for so disallowing and re- 
jecting, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report whether the 
department has in all cases regarded the decision of the board 
of commissioners, under the treaty of 1835-6, as conclusive 
and final; whether any such decisions have been reversed by 
the department; and if so, the reasons therefor, and whether 
such reversal was for or against the Indian claimant. 


THE MANDAMUS TO THE STATES. 


The bill to regulate the taking of testimony in 
cases of contested elections, and for other pur- 
poses, coming up as the unfinished business of yes- 
terday— 

Mr. BENTON observed that there was import- 
ant business to be transacted in executive session, 
He would therefore move to go into executive ses» 
sion, 
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Wir. CRI- *ENDEN boped not. 
hill) ow ip order, #8 he unfiwished business of yes- 
terday, would be dispused of. 

Toe question then recurred 
motion to go into excculive ses 
ayes 26), noes 21. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved to preceed 
with the bili to regulate the taking of testimony in 
cases of contes‘ed elections, and for other pur- 
poses. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, asin commit- 
te> of the whole—the question pending being on 
M.  Berrien’s amendment, as follows: 


“And provided further, (in subsiance,) That nothing in this 
section. or lathe act therein referred to, shall be held to extend 
to the eleciion of any person who shali be chosen a Representa- 
tive to the 28th Congress in any State in which, by the laws of 
such State, tne election for Representatives (o Congress is re- 
quired to be made by ceneral ucket, and where the election 
has been held, or may be held, before the regular session of her 
Lezisiawire, according to the acientitled ‘An act providing for 
he apportionment of Representative among the several 
States accords ensus.’ 


to the sixth ¢ 
Mr. ARCHER moved the following amendment 
to the amendment, as an addition: 








ee 








on Mr. Benton's 
on, and resulted— 





*“U tess the Governor of any State shall, before the time 
appoiited by law for holding such elections therein, by his 
proclamation, postpone the same until after the next meeting 
of tne Le g lature thereof.’ 

Vie WRIGHT ced if he was correct 10 his 
und rsiandna cf the proposed amendment, that it 
would, ia + est, confer on ihe Governor of any 
Siete the power to postpone an election, without 
being zuhorized to do so by any law cf his 
8 ate. 


Mr. ARCHER was understood to reply that, if 
there was no State law on the subject, this act 
would empower the Goveinor to make the post- 
ponemenut by prociamation. It would give such 
States as elect by general ticket, but might prefer 
the district system, the opportunity of being dis- 
tricted by their Legislatures, 

Mr. WRIGHT then remarked that, on the Sen- 
ator’s own a‘mission, this was a most extraordina- 
ry assumplion on the part of Congress—to confer 
a power on the Governor of a State which the laws 
of his own State did not confer. 

Mr. BERRIEN did not think the effect of the 
amendment would go beyond merely enabling the 
Governor of a State to express the will of the State 
by proclamation, postponing the election till the 
regular meeting of its General Assembly. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. PORTER 
and ARCHER— 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment, and they were 
ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ancner’s 
amepdment, and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 
21, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, 
Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Ev 
Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—2]1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Cuthbert, 
Henderson, King, Linn, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—15. 

Mr. KING moved ito strike ovt the words “is 
required to be made by general ticket,” and insert 
‘“aceording to the existing laws of such State.” 

His object was to give the same relief to States 
now electing by the district system, which have 
dovble districts, as to those electing by general 
ticket. For instance: there were some States which 
had double disir:e!s, and would not have time to 
effect the change required. Though he disapproved 
of the law, he was anxious, knowing it would b> 
pressed through, to render itas little onerous as 
possible, and to get iid of those provisions which 
would certainly prodace much diflicalty and e: Ili- 
sion with the Genera! Government at the next or- 
ganization of the House of Representatives. No 
inconvenience or abandonment of the general prin- 
ciple could result from lett:ug the Siate laws stand 
as they are, and go into effect with regard to the 
nexi Congress, This would av«id the array of the 
General Government against the States, or of the 
States sgainst the General Government. 

Mr. ALLEN wished the Senator from Alabama 
would so shape or mocify his amendment as to 
render the second sec'icu of the apportionment in- 
operative with respec. to the next Congress. He 
believed his object would be effected by cutting off 


Berrien, Clayton, 
ans, Graham, Mangum, Miller, 


Conrad, 
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Be hoped the | ail the amendment afer the woids ‘next Con 


gress.” 

Mr. KING, to enable the Senator 
proposition, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN ‘then movei to strike outs 
the words “‘the twenty-eighth Congress.’ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, not having been atiend ng 
wished to know w hat th e proposiilen was. 

Mr. ALLEN explained that his mo 
amend the amendment, by striking out ail 
words “the twenty-eighih Congress.” 

Mr. WOODBURY ciserved that he would him 
self have offered the amendment, had he rot been 
anticipated by the Senator from Oaio. In several 
of the States it might «ccur—as was appareni by 
what had occurred in the State of Onio—that, with 


) make 


that 
ll after 


’ 


ion Wat to 


after the 


a sincere desire to district the Sia‘es, it could not be 
accon:plished in the sudden manner required. I 
was certainly but right to exclude the cleciions ‘or 
the 238:h Congress from the eflecis of th- On 
this amendment he called for the yeas and nays, 


which were ordered. 
The question was then takea on Mr. ALLEN’ 


amendment, and resulted io the nepative—yeas 19, 
nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calloun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wrght, and 
Young—19. 

NAYS—Mesars. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 


Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Simmens, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Wood. 
bridge—24. 


Mr. KING renewed his amendment to strike 
out “in which the elections of such State are made 
by general ticket,” and insert, ‘‘accoiding io the 
existing laws cf such States.” On this questicn he 
called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 


The question was then taken, and resulted in 
the negative—yeas 19, nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Rives, Sey er, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright. and 
Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 


Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter. Pres- 
ton, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24. 


Mr. ALLEN objectsd that the amendment re- 
lated to the apportionment act inciudicg the ratio 
of representaticn; instead of to the second section 
of that act, which relates to districting the States. 
He suggested the necessity of inserting the words 
“the second section of the act entitled An act,” 
&e. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the amendment referred 
merely to the manner of holding elections, and 
could have no bearing on the ratio of representa- 
tion. 

Mr. WALKER concurred with the Senator from 
Ohio in the necessity of inserting the words ‘the 
second seciion.” He would therefore move to in- 
sert them. 

M:. BERRIEN accepted the modification. 

The question then recurred on the amendment, 
as modified. 

Mr. BERRIEN made a verbal amendment, in- 
serting the word ‘‘now”’ after ‘‘is.” 

Mr. WOODBURY asked that the amendment, 
as modified, be read. 

It was read accordingly. 

Mr. KING wished to have a distinct understand- 
ing as to the answer given to the question put by 
the Senator from New York—whether it was that 
this ect was to give a power to the Governor of a 
State, which the laws of the State did not confer. 

Mr. ARCHER did not suppose Congress could 
give avy new power. Nosuch attempt was in- 
tended. 

Mr. KING had understood the Senator from 
Virginia, in answer to the Sena‘or from New York, 
to have admitted that it was to give the Governor 
of a State a power not vested in him by any law of 
the State. 

Mr. BERRIEN did not suppose sny Governor 
of a State would exercise a power not vested ia 
him by the laws of his State. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to state his up ler- 
standing of the measure now under discussion. 
The apportionment act was in existence, and this 
bill was only to render that law operative. This 


[ 











authority to Governor was only to issue his 
proclamation in conformity with the laws and 
wishes of his Siate; and this amendmest was mere- 
i, to make the present bill legal.ze, as far as Con- 
gress Was concerned, the effect of that proclama- 
tion. 


Mr. WALKER said that, froin the explanation 
of the Senator from Kent oe [Mr. CrirTeNDEN,] 
ii would appear that this proposition was not to 


confer any power on a Governor of a State to sus- 
pend the election by proclamation, unless such 
power was conferred by the laws of the State. If 
that was really so, he would vote for it. 

After a few remarics from Messrs. ALLEN and 
CRITTENDEN, the question was tsken on Mr. 
BeRRIEN’s amendment as modified and amended, 
and resulted in the affirma'ive—yeas 30, nays 6, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. 
*hanan, Calhoun, Choate, Co 

. Evans, Fulton, Gratia 


Allen, Archer, Bates, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 


rad, Crafts. Crittenden, Cuth- 
m, Henderaon, King. Linn, Merrick, 
Moi head, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall- 
madge, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Clayton, Huntington, 
Porter, and Woodbri!ge—6 

Mr.GRAHAM moved to strike cut—page 6, 
line 10 of the 10.h cection—afier the word ‘voter,” 
the following words: “Sandie States where the vote 
is by balot, after the giving of the vote has been 
proved by compeient evidence, the declaration of 
the voter, at or about the \ime of voting, or general 
repatation az 'o hs political character and prefer- 
enecs, may be received, to chow for whom he 
voted.” 

Mr. WRIGHT was very much obliged to the 
fiom Georgia for his amendment. He 
hoped it would prevail; for, if it did not, the most 
in:quitous and demoralizing effecis would ke pros 


; 
Senator 


duced. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN was willing the amend- 
ment chould prevail. 


It wa. accordingly adopted. 

Mr. WALKER moved to strike out—page 6 sec- 
tion 12, ine 6—'he word “ and,” and line 7, the 
word ** required ” 

The sce'ion, as it now stands, enacts 

“ That every judge or justice of a court of record, every mas- 
ter and examiner In chancery, and every other officer who, by- 
the laws of the State wheresuch election was held. is author, 
ized to take affidavits, to be read in courts of record, shall be 
andis hereby, authorized, and, when applied to by either of 
the parties to such contest, required, to take the depositions of 
all witnesses to the facts invoived in such contest, who may 
appear before him.” 


Mr. GRAHAM did not consider the amendment 
necessary. ‘Those daties were not required of those 
persons as State officers, but as persons ca'led upon 
by this act to carry out its provisions. The call 
migtit as well have been made upon any freeholder, 
or «ny person who had becna judge, or a jastice. It 
oaly designates a class ot persons who have held 
important offices, and therefore may be suppesed 
in the confidence of their districts, 

Mr. WALKER thoeght it a very material 
amendment. The seciion of the bill, in conjunc- 
tion with others, goes to compel the justices, judges, 
and officers of the State, to carry out the laws of 
the United States. Tue officers of the States can- 
not be compelled to perform this daty. Congress, 
to carry out its laws by compulsion, must appoint 
i's own officers. If you can compel an officer of 
the Siate to perform one judicial act, you can com- 
pl him to perform any judicial act; and thus you 
may control all the judicia! powers of the States. 
[i is not disputed that you cannot compel the State 
offic 1s 1o co these duties; but you say you only 
designate a class of individuals who are to act in 
a Federal capacity. Can you name a person, and 
compel him te cceept a judicial cftice?— 

[A niessenge. from the House of Representatives 
was here announced, with a joint reso!ution to ad- 
journ on Monday nex’.] 

Mr. ALLEN moved to postpone the proceeds 
ines on the bill before the Senate, witha view of 
taking up the joint reaatine just received from 
the House of Representatives. On this motion he 
called for the yeas a nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the motion would 
not prevail. 

Yue question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone, and resulted in the negative—yeas 18, 
nays 25, as follows: 

















YEAS—Messrs. Al'en, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Calhoun, 
Fulwoo, Henderson,. King, Linn, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, 
White, Williams, Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—18. 

NAYS—Measrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Criticuden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huut- 
ington, Mangum, Merrick, Milicr, Mores ead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Lidiana, Sprague, sturgeon, 
and Talimadge—25, : 


aud 
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Toe motion being lost, the S:naie proceed d 
with the consideration of the bill Lefore under ¢i.- 
cussion. 

Mr. WALKER said the Senator hed admitted 
that they could not compel a juctice of the peace 
(being a State officer) 'o perform the cuty. And 
ye', he said, it was not because he was a Siate cfti. 
cer that he was required to pericrm this duty, but 
that it might be accomplished by naming any in- 
dividual, in the iaw, for the perfirmance cf the 
duty. Suppose, thea, the Senator had cailed upen 
the Secretary of State to furnish him a list ef all 
the justices of the peace, and he had named indi 
viduals in the law; would he have awy power to 
compel performance by these individeals? ‘Phere 
must be some sanction to the authority. If you 
have power ‘o passa law to compel performance, 
you must have power to carry the compulsory pro- 
Viion into effect. Hew were theyio compcla 
State justice of the peace to perform duties assigned 
to him by Federal authority? Or by what au hor- 
ity could they compe! an individual, if he were not 
an officer of the Federei Government? Mr. W, 
here cited the deci-ien ef Chancellor Kent, to the 
effect that State magistrates could not be compe led 
to perform any specific daty assizned by Federal! 
authority. 

This act (contisued Mr. W.) perporis to compel 
the performance of this duty, by the magis‘rates of 
the several States, by a law parameunt to al! 
State obligations; and, consequently, if the duty 
here prescribed be inconsistent with their duties 
enjoined by State authority, it requires them to 
abandon their duty to the State. This (Mr. W. 
contended) was altogether beyond the constitu- 
tional power of Congress. 

Mr. CHOATE wiched the friends of the bill 
would accede, in some way, (to avoid the necessily 
of taking the yeas and nays en the motion; for, au- 
questionably, in principle, the Senator from Missis- 
sippi was right. ‘The Senator from Georgia, toa 
ceriain ex'ent, was rigiit—so far as saying the de- 
signation was only of the persoa to periorm che 
duty. But the difference between Congress desig- 
nating the office by name, and doing it as here sta- 
ted, is, that, in the former case, the persen desig- 
na'ed cannot be cempelied to accept ihe cflice. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN would net make any diffi 
culty or trouble about tbe thing. As he understco! 
it, the whole objection was to the word “require,” 
instead of “request.” He could not see bow any 
interpretation of compu's on could be given to the 
term. 

Mr. WALKER said the Senator from Georgia, 
as well as the Senator from Massachu-etts, admit 
ted that the requirement was imperative. The 
rule of law with regard to the interpretation of 
words, was, that, unless they were technical, they 
were to be taken in the popular sense. Who 
could pretend tha! to require a person to do a dwy 
was not imperative; whereas, a request to ¢oi', 
left it optional with the person to perform i!! Who 
ever heard of a Government requesting A, B, or C, 
to perform a particular duty? Why re-i-t thi 
proposiiicn? If he is right, ani tLe Senator from 
Georgia is right, you strike ont a provision clearty 
uneonstitutional. I’ the Senator trom Kentucky 
be right in bis interpretatien, ins bill wil suffer 
nothing by the change of © ords. 

Mr. GRAH&M thought there was already too 
much time 'os! in the discussion of a point really 
not very important. ife considered it way in the 
power of the ui vermment to requir 
to perfurm mini‘terial duties as 
duiies. 

Mr. WALKER ob-erved that if there is power: 
to commani an act! be performed, the refusal to 
do that act is a misdemeanor, according to the 
common law, and it is an indictable offence. | 
wouid not do to say we coinmand an individual to 
do acertain duty; batif he dees not choose to do 
it, We capnot compel him. 
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passing a law to do what you cannot enforce the 


f 


‘ : of? Tins clause of the bill, he would ven- 

tore io sav, Would not stand a moment befere the 

Supreme Court. He hoped the Senator from Ken- 

tecky would not put him to the necessity of calling 
uy ihe seas and nays on this amendmen!. 


> Mr. TAL UMADGE thought the Senator gave 
more importence tO the subject than it deserved; 
but as the bil: would be as well without the clause, 
he hoped the opposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky would be withdrawn. 

Mr. WOODBURY -uggested a modification, to 
which 

Mr. WALKER acceded. 

Mr. CRITPENDEN would rather have yielved 
than have lo«ct so muci time; but as that time had 
been consumed in mere criticism on the word re- 
quired, which real'y meant nothing more than re- 
quested, be hoped the yeas and nays wou!d be gran'- 
ed to the gentleman. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that this was not 
a requirement to cali upon any citizen to perform 
a ministerial duty, because the class of persi ns 
called upon was Cesignated. It was clearly a 
command, or an order; but there was no power to 
enforce it. [twas in keeping with the who'e aet 
which this bill was intended to enforce. It was 
mandatory; but there was no power to enforce the 
mandate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Watken’s 
amendmert, and resulted in the negative—yeas 19, 
nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen. Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun. 
Choate, Cuthbert, fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Sevier, 


Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
—19 


NAYS-—Messrs. Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Evans, 
Graham, Mangum Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, and 
Smithof Indiana—1l2. 


Mr. WAL‘CER moved corresponding amend- 
ments in other sections, which were adcpted. 

Mr. WRIGHT cbserved that he wished to 
bring the attention of the friends of the bill to 
some of its provisions. He referred to the 7:h 
section, 4h page, where il says: 

“Thateither House of Congress should be, and is hereby, 
authorized to issuea Commission, under the geal of its Secre- 
tary or Clerk, and tested in the name of its presiding officer or 
Speaker, directe+ to One or more persons, either within or be- 
yond the United States, authorizing him or them, or any one 
or more of them, to take the testimony of any witness or wit- 
nesses therein named, in the manner and according to the in- 
structions annexed to such commission; and to certify and 
transmit the same, securely enveloped, under his or their sea!s, 
o such Secretary or Clerk, whois hereby authorized to file the 
seme for the use of the House issuing such commission.” 
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So far, allis right enough; but now comes the 
objectionable part of the clause, which is as fol- 
lows: 

“And an authority, by either House, to any committee, to 
send for persons aud papers, shall be sufficient to authorize the 
Secretary or Clerk of such House to issue commisions for the 
purpose aforesaid, as the committee may direct.” 

This, it would be perceived, was an authority 
not to either House, but to a committee of either 
House, to exert the authority of the House to 
which such commitiee belongs. The effect of this 
authority to a committee would be seen by taking 
a review of the thirteenth section, in conjunction 
with the seventh. He quoted the latter part of the 
thirteenth section, from line 7 to the end, as fol- 
lows: 

“And in case of a wilful refusal of any witness duly subpe- 
naed, whose fees have been paid or tendered, to attend as re- 
quired by such subpcena, or to be qualified, or to testify, he is 
further authorized to impose such penalty on the witness, for 
hia disobedience, as such officer may deem right: Provided, 
That the sum shall not exceed $50 fine. or thirty days’ im 


prisonment, or both. And provided, also, Thatno witness s'il 
be compelled to attend out of the county where he may reside, 


or be served with the subp ana.’ 


Tals 1s authorizing officers and jastices of the 
peace to punish coutempt of their summons by a 
fine of $50, and imprisonmentof thirty days. Ia 
his State Ho justice was authorized to inflict a pen 
alry exceeding $10; and in no case was he 2uthor- 
zt to imprison even for one dav. This law, 
hen, was 'o confer powers on them not conferred 
by the Jaws of their own State. Any committee of 
either House of Congress may select a commis- 
sion, and ty that selection their commissioners are 
to have a power of inflicting on individuals fines 
of $50, and imprisonment for thiry days. Was 
he not, therefore, justified in saying this wasa 
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most extraordinary s' of power? 
any commission, or auy 
Constitution, the mere s<°: 
mittee of either House 
power. 
ir. WOODBURY suegesied an atiendment to 

the 24 -ection, to provi te for eases in which cvr!ifi- 
cates of election should, by accident, be delayed, 
and copits !o:'; providing that other sufficient evi- 
cence of e'ection, where vo contes! had been, might 
be admitted. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN trusted no such cases as 
those supposed weuld occur. The moment the 
House becomes organized, it takes up the decision 
of all cases itsel', and it would have it in iis pow. 
er to do justice in any such care. Wouid it be 
proper to make the Clerk of the House a judge of 
the testimony to be produced? The hill proposes 
to confer nothing like discretion on the Clerk, and 
requires him to be governed alone by authentic 
evidence. He did not think the ameadment ought 
to prevail. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not wish to press it if un- 
necessary or objectionable. He withdrew it. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill by 
adding to the 21 section the followivg proviso: 

“That nothing in this act, or the act to which it isa supple- 


ment, shall be construed to deprive the House of Representa- 
tives to judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its 


own members.”’ 

This was so obviously proper, that he could 
hardly anticipate opposition. If, however, there 
should be any, he would require ihe yeas cnd ways. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought this a very saving 
mode of legislation; aud perhaps it would be equal- 
ly necessary to have such a provision at the ead of 
every bill! 

Let the gentleman have the yeas and nays, if he 
desires it. 

The yeas and nays were ‘then ordered. 

Mr. WALKER said he was aware that it was 
not within the competency of Congress to pass a 
law which would violate the Constitution, and yet 
it bad frequently been aitempted. The bill speci- 
fied the return upon which, ani upon which a!one, 
the C.erk shall receive the name of a member as 
duly elected, and upon which alone such m*mber 
shall be entitled to take part in the organization 
of the House. If the Senate couid interfere, by 
such an enaeiment, to prevent a member trom ta- 
king his seat for on+ day. they might do so fur the 
whole session; and if the Senate could do this with 
regard to the House, the Flouse might prescribe a 
similar ruie to the Senate, and say, unless a Sen- 
ator produce a return cerufying that he was eiect- 
ed by joint resoluiion of toth Houses of the Sia‘e 
Legislature, &¢. Inasmuch as gentlemen profes ed, 
(and no deubt sincereiy,) tha’ it was not their object 
to violate the Constitution, he sincerely hoped they 
would agree so to declare, in the terms of the pro- 
viso which he now cff-red as an amendment. 
The Senater from Kentacky had often dimself 
offered similar propositions to that which he now 
offered, declaring that a law should not be so con- 
siraed. Notbing was more common. Hardly a 
law passed that had not such a proviso attached 
to it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked how strange weuld 
it be to pass a Jaw clearly unconstitutional, with 
a proviso tecked to it that the act shall not be con- 
strued as a violation of the Constitation! 


The quesiion was then taken on Mr. Wacxer’s 
amendment, and resulted ia the negative—yeas 14, 
rays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messre. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, Rives, Sevier, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—l4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer. Birrow, Rates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Urittenden, Dayton. Graham, Hunt- 
ington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, 
smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—21. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

The amendments were orcered to be ergrossed 
and the bill to be read a third time 

Mr. CRITTENDEN szid, if there was no ube 
jection, he would wish the bill to be read nuw. 

Objection being made, it w-s laid over. 

Mr. YOUNG asked for the joint resolution re- 
lating to the acjournmeat of Congress to be tatu n 


up. 
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Mr. CONRAD submitted a resolution for con- 
sideration, to the effect that, after Thursday, the 
25th instant, the Senate, fur the residue of the ses- 
sion, meet at 10 o’click, a. m.; and that the reve- 
nue biil be the special order, in preference to all 
other business, at 1] o’clock each morning, tll 
finally disposed of. 

Objection being made to its consideration now, it 
was laid over, under the rule. 

The joint resolution from the House, appointing 
Monday-next (‘he 29.h inst.) for the adjournment 
of Congress sine die, was taken up on motion of 
Mr. YOUNG. 

Mr. TALLMADGE did not feel himself pre- 
pared to vote for the resolution. The revenue bill 
was yet to be disposed of; also, con-iderable ex- 
ecutive business. Every one concuired that some 
measure of revenue should be adopted. 

We (observed Mr. T.) are now prepared to act 
in good faith on that measure. There may not be 
time to perfect it, in the three days of this week yet 
to come. The resolution may be laid on the ta- 
ble; and it can be taken up at any time, when Con- 
gress is ready to adjourn. He moved to lay it on 
the table. 

Mr. YOUNG asked if it was in order to move to 
lay a subject on the table, the moment it was 
agreed to be taken up? 

Mr. LINN observed that he had been voting 
against adjourning for the last week, in view of 
some revenue bill being passed. He begged to 
know if the revenue bill was really to be acted 
upon. If not, he was ready to adjourn to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said the revenue bil! was 
reported by the Figance Committee, with amend- 
ments, last evening. He could assure the Senator 
there was now a determination to act on the rev- 
enue bill in good faith, and that he had not the 
least doubt it would be passed—perhaps, with some 
slight amendments—in a few days. 

The yeas and nays on the motion to !ay the 
joint resolution on the table were then taken, and 
resulted in the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 13. 

Mr. WALKER hoped, as this might be con- 
sidered as a solemn decision of the Senate, to 
proceed, in good faith, with the revenue bill, that 
the resolution of the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Conrad] would, by general consent, be taken up 
and acted upon. 

The resolution was taken up and read, as before 
stated, appointing 10 o’clock, A. M., for the meet- 
ing of the Senate,and 11 o’clock for the revenue 
bill as the special order, till disposed of. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped the Senator would so 
modify his amendment as to shape it from and after 
this day. 

The resolution was so medified, and adopted. 

The Senate then went into executive session, and, 
after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


SS 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, August 24, 1842. 

Mr. GWIN moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of taking up bill No. 
503, being a bill for the relief of General Andrew 
Jackson; and on that motion he called for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. COWEN suggested, as that motion could 
not be carried without a two-thirds vote, the pro- 
priety of taking up a resolution from the Commit- 
tee of Claims, for authority to employ a clerk du- 
ring the recess. 

Mr. BARNARD wished the House to go into 
Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of ta- 
king up some bill, which he intended to name if 
the motion to go into committee were carried. 

Mr. FESSENDEN urged the propriety of ta- 
king up and disposing of bills which had been re- 
turned from the Senate with amendmen's. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
GWIN, and it was negatived. 

Mr. BOTTS submitted the following re-olution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in 
structed toreport a bill, limiting therate of discount at which 
the loan shall be taken, authorized by the act of 15th April last 
and an explanatory provision, denying the construction put on 


the loan bill at the Treasury Department ative to the iesve 
of siock, © perform the function of treasury notcs. Also, that 
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Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. BOTTS moved a suspension of the rules 
for its reception; and on that motion he called the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The result was as follows: yeas 61, nays 62. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Navy to report to Congress, the first week in Janu iry, in each 
year, or asearly thereafter as practicable, the amount ofexpend 
Mur of eac vessel, lurthe preceding year, inciuding allex 
j In repairs thereol, and for the armament or equipment 

ereof, and all expenses in keeping her afloat, if afloat; or in 

k, if lying also, the number of days, during the year, 
that each slip was actually at sea And that a similar report 
f each ship, hereafter buillor purchased, be made, so as to ex 
hibit an annual and aggregate amount of the cost and expenses 
feach ship, and the service rendered by it to the country; and 
also specifyingthe amounttor materials, as well as the amount 
for labor, in the building or repairing each ship 


Mr. MALLORY objrcied. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved a suspension of 
the rules; and on the vote being taken, it was found 
that a quorum did not vote. 

Tellers were cailed, and ordered; and they report- 
ed 88 in the affirmative, and 36 in the negative; so 
the rules were suspended. 

Mr. STANLY suggested an amendment, to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Navy to employ addi- 
tional clerks to enadle him to make the returns. 

Mr. KING urged the necessity cf adopting such 
an amendment. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN was understood to 
request the gentleman from Tennessee to accept an 
amendment, by which it would be imperative on 
the Secretary to return the number of officers em- 
ployed, and the character and time of their employ- 
ment. 

The resolution, however, was adopted in its 
original form; Mr. CUSHING first asking to be 
excused from voting, on the ground that the House 
could not make a permanent regulation for the 
Navy Departinent by a simple resolution. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a reconsideration, on the 
same ground, and also because it would cost more 
in clerk-hire than the return would be worth 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN cuontended that the 
retarn could be readily made without additional 
expense. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
CALHOUN, HOLMES, SPRIGG, FESSEN- 
DEN, and ADAMS. 

Mr. LINN moved to lay the motion on the 
table; and it was carried. 

Mr. BOTTS submitted a resolution to fix the 
adjournment of Congress for Monday next at 2 
o’clock. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. 

Mr. BOTTS moved a suspension of the rules, 
on which the yeas and nays were called, and re- 
sulted—yeas 117, nays 49. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that it was very evi- 
dent the resolution was to be carried; and bis only 
object now was to explain the reasons why he had 
opposed its introduction. He was as anxious to 
adjourn as any one in the House; but he was afraid 
that the resolution, if adopted, would be misunder- 
stood by the other House, and constiued as an inti- 
mation that no final action on tke tariff bill was to 
be had at this session. Under the hope that he 
was imistaken, he was willing that the resolution 
should be adopted, contenting himself with this ex- 
peaRatior ° 

Mr. PROFFIT wished to give his 
for opposing the introduction of the resolution, 
He knew that a vote of two-thirds was necessary 
to carry this resolution, and he therefore expected 
to see the friends of a tariff vole against it, so as to 
keep Congress in session till the bill whieh had 
bern sent to the other Honse shou'd be passed 
upon there. He was surprised, however, to see so 
many of them voting for this suspension, when the 
effect of their vote would be to destroy the tariff 


reasons also 


bill, Sir, said Mr. P., you have sent to ihe Seaate 
a til of numerous details, requiting the most 


minute examination; and yet you are for passing 
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a resolution to adjourn—thus inviting them to sus- 
pend all further action on 1; for you have given 
them but three working cays to con-ider it in; and 
if it should come back to the House with one soli- 
iarv amendment, it must be Jost. 

Mr. GORDON ob-verved that the gentleman 
from Indiana was surprised that any one in favor 
of a ianff wouid vote to adjourn, afier having sent 
a tariff bili to the Senate. Now, he had voted to 
suspend the rule, and he shonld vote to adjourn, 
under the belicf that there was no good reason for 
protracting the session beyond the day fixed by the 
resoluiion. The oniy thing that delayed them was 
the tariff bill; and whether that was to pass or not, 
depended solely on the Senate—every member of 
whem had made up his mind for or against the 
measure. It was the duty of the House, as soon 
as it was ready to adjourn, to send a resolution to 
the Senate for that purpose. 

Sir, (said Mr. G.) we go into Committee of the 
Whole, day afier day, and make appropriations 
that ougiot not to be made, while they had no reve- 
nue to meet them with; and that, withhim, was a 
strong inducement to adjourn, without more delay. 
He was in favor of a revenue tariff, a discrimina- 
ting tariff, and a tariff sufficient to meet the eco- 
nomical wants of the Government; but, in making 
such a tariff, he was for no iron or bedstead rule to 
go by. He was opposed to the tariff bill that just 
passed the Fioure; but was obliged, under the 
pressure of cireums ances, lo go for it, for it was 
the best that could be obtained. 

Mr. G. was here called ‘o order, on the ground 
that the motion was not susceptible of debate. 

The previous question being moved and sec- 
onded, and the main question ordered, 

Mr. HABERSHLAM moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia ca!!ed ior the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and, on taking the 
question, resulted in yeas 68, nays 101. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and carried—yeas 96, nays 71. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentueky moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken, and demanded 
the previous question; under the operation of which 
the motion was rejected. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the joint res- 
olution introduced by Mr. Sranzy, authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to make experiments to 
test the value of Colt’s submarine battery, reported 
the same with an amendment, appropriating 
$15,000 for that object. . 


After some remarks from Messrs, WISE, MAL- 
LORY, and STANLY, 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to Jay the resolution on 
the table; which motion was carried—~ayes 69, 
noes 57. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered a resolution 
allowing certain extra pay to the messengers and 
pages of the House. 

Objection being made, 


Mr. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the rules; 

which motion was rejected—yeas 56, nays 88. 

he House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Pope in the chair,) and took up the 
bill to regulaie the pay of pursers in the navy. 

Mr. WISE explained the object of this bill to 
be, to give the pursers a salary, instead of allow- 
ins them to make exorbitant profits on the articles 
sold to the sailor. 

It was debated principaliy on the amount of the 
salaries, which, by some gentlemen, were deemed 
{00 high. 

The question being taken on Mr. C. Brown’s 
amendment to the amendment, it was rejected; 
and 

The question recurring on Mr. Biack’s amend- 
ment, it Was aso rejected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out 
3,500, and insert 2,000: rejected—ayes 41, noes 
80. 

Mr. C. BROWN moved to strike out 3,500, and 
insert 2,600. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to 
insert 3,000; and the question being first taken on 
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was rejected. 

The question was taken on Mr. C. Brown’s 
motion; and it was also rejected. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to strike out 3,000, and 
insert 2,750: rejected. 

Mr. C. BROWN moved to strike out from the 
13th to the 15th lines. The effect of this amend- 
ment (he said) was to get clear of six persons, and 
to place those at Boston, New York, Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, Philadelphia, and Washington, ail 
on an equality. 

After some remarks from Messrs. C. BROWN 
and MALLORY, the amendmen: was rejecied. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to strike out the pro- 
vision allowing !o pursers while on leave, or wail- 
ing orders, the same pay as surgeons: rejected. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
words ‘ fair valuation,” and insert * cost,” in the 
5th section. [The effect of this was, to allow the 
pursers to surrender to the Government the stores 
they now have on hand at cost, instead of ata fair 
valuation ] 

This amendment was oppcsed by Messrs. WISE 
and MALLORY ; and, on taking the question, it 
was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY moved to strik2 out the section al- 
lowing officers, while doing the duties of a higher 
grade, to receive the pay of such grade—on the 
ground that it was liable to abuse. 

After some remarks in favor of the amendment 
by Mr. McKAY, and against it by Messrs. WISE 
and HOLMES, the question was taken, and it was 
also rejected. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved to lay the bill aside to be 
reported, and to take up the bill making an ap- 
propriation for the Compendium of the Sixth Cen- 
sus. 

Mr. T. B. KING moved that the committee rise, 
and report the bill to the House. 

A question of order arose as to the priority of 
these two motions—Mr. DAVIS insisting that he 
was entitled to the floor, and that his motion 
should be put; and Mr. KING insisting on his 
motion, 

The CHAIR decided in favor of the latter, and 
put the question; when it was carried. 

So the committee rose, and reported the bill to 
the House; afier which it was first ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading—ayes 90, noes 40— 
and then read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MALLORY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote on the passage of the bill; but the motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. GWIN gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, move to go into Committee of the Whole to 
take up the bill torefund to Gen. Jackson the fine 
imposed on him at New Orleans, in 1815, by Judge 
Hall. 

Several bills from the Senate were read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Tbe House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, August 25, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pre tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Navy Department, 
covering a siatement showing the amount of trans- 
fers from one head of appropriation to another in 
the naval service, made under the direction of the 
President of the United States, under the law ot 
Congress of the 30i% June, 1834; and also showing 
bow the appropriations to the naval service last 
year had been applied. 

On motionof Mr. WILLIAMS, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, House vili for 
the relief of Wm. D. Cheever. 


THE VENDING OF LOTTERY TICKETS. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred the 
bill from the House to prevent the vending of 
lottery tickets, reported the same back, wi'h a rec- 
ommendation that the Senate disagree to the 
amendment of the House to the amendment of the 
Senate. 

After a few remarks, by Messrs. 
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Mr. CaMPBELL’s motion—ihe highest number—it | and WRIGHT, as to the value cf the exist- 





ing contract, and whether it would be sufficiently 
guarded in the amendment of the Senate— 

The question was put on concurring in the report 
of the commiitee, disagreeing to the amendment of 
the House; and it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. MERRICK moved that the Senate take up 
for consideration the resolution submitted by him 
yesterday, as follows: 


* Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quesied to communicate tothe Senate any detailed estimate he 
tuay have caused to be prepared at the Treasury Department, 
since the passage by Congress of the “bill to provide revenue 
from imports, and .o change and modify existing laws imposing 
luties on imports, and for other purposes,’ of the amount of 
revenue which would have been produced by said bill, if it 
had become a law, together witha brief explanation of the 
lata and reasons on which such estimate was based, which may 
have accompanied the same.” 


The reso'wtion was taken up. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that they had had 
a report from the head of the Treasury Department; 
and now ao effert was made to substitute for it the 
calculations cf a subordinate cflicer. The resolu- 
tion would probably excite discussion; and, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the Senate were 
disposed io adopt a suggestion ef this kind, he 
moved that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK said that the resolution merely 
asked for the estimates which the President had 
euthorized to be made at the Treasury Department. 
Thre resclution made no call upon a subordinate 
officer, but on the President cf the United States. 
He demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the resolutio®on the table, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 19, nays 21, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, 
Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunt- 
ingion, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Smith of 
Indiana, and White—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Choate, Fulton, King, Linn, Merrick, Sevier, Sim- 
mons, Spragne, Sturgeon, Walker,’ Williams, Woodbridge, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2l. 

Mr. EVANS moved so to amend the resolution 
as to strike out the words “the President of the 
Usited States,” and to cail upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury to communicate any detailed estimates 
which may have been prepared under his direction 
at the Treasury Department. 

Mr. KING. That will defeat the object of the 
resolution. 


Mr. MERRICK hoped that the Senate would 
not adopt tse amendment, for thereby the object 
he had in view would be defeated, and which, he 
supposed, was the design of the mover of the 
amendment. He wanted the estimate which had 
been already prepared at the Treasury Department, 
under the order of the President, showing what 
would probably have been the amount of revenue 
co'lected uader the bill which had lately passed the 
two Houses of Congress, but wnich had been dis- 
approved of by the President; and they desired to 
have this information, with a view to shed light on 
the bill which was now before the Senate; which, 
with one or two exceptions, was identical with the 
vetoed bill. This resolution did not call on a sub- 
ordinate officer for estimates; but upon the Execu- 
tive—the head of the nation—relative to the public 
business. Nothing could be more legitimate or 
proper. It was true that they had had estimates 
from the Secretary of the Treasury; but, since the 
time they were furnished, that officer had been suf- 
fering by sickness, and was absent; and during his 
absence another estimate had been made, based 
(for aught he knew) on a different state of things 
from that which several months ago existed in the 
country. 

Mr. EVANS was not satisfied, from anything 
that the Senator from Maryland had said, that it 
would be proper to pass the resolution. If they 
adopted the resolution in the form presented, they 
would set a precedent at once novel and danger- 
ous; as itecalled upon the President to submit esti- 
mates of revenue, for which, by Jaw, and the char- 
acier of the Government, they locked to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. He (Mr. E.) thought 
that he understood this matter, and where these 
estimates were made. The law says that there 
shall be a Secretary of the Treasury, and sets forth 
his duties; but these estimates now called for were 
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not made at the Treasury Department. ‘Ine Sec- 
retary had complied with his duty. The President, 
however, passes to the First Comptroller, whose 
business it is to settle accounts, and act under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, ‘ouch- 
ing such matters connected with the collection of 
the revenue as may be required. The Comptrol- 
ler, in this case, is made the head of the derart- 
men and the resolution contemplates him as the 
head of the depariment. He wou'd repeat, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had furnished estimates 
as to the prebabie amount of duties which would 
be collected under the revenue bill; and he (Mr. 
E.) was authorized to say that, after the bill was 
On ils passage, that officer made a report as to what 
it would yield. 

Mr. KING said he had not seen such statement. 

Mr. EVANS replied that it was not printed. 
The Secretary calculat-d, in that estimate, that the 
bill would yield twenty-zix and a half millions net. 
The President (he said) bad no right in the Treasu- 
ry Department; and he sent the First Comptroller 
there, with a design to overrule and reject the opin- 
ion of the fiscal officer of the Government (the 
Secretary) whose duty it was by lawt» furnish 
such estimates. All this might go to throw dis- 
credit on the bill, and hold it up in an unfavorable 
light to the ceuntry, and throwing discredit too on 


the members of both Houses who voted {or the 
bill. 


Messrs. EVANS and ARCHER spoke at some 
length against the resolution, and Mr. MERRICK 
in its favor—the latter Senator contending that the 
object of gentlemen seemed to be to shut out ihe 
light which would be afforded by the estimates 
which had been prepared by the acting head of the 
Treasury, under the order of the President. If suck 
was their object, he maintained that it would be 
more honorable to openly vote against the recolu- 
tion, and exclude the information in that way, than 
to do it by indirection, as would be the cise if the 
amendment of the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Evans] was adopted. 

The CHAIR here announced that the hour 
(13 o’clock) had arrived at which it was resolved, 
on yesterday, that the Senate would proceed to the 
consideration of the tariff bill; and that, therefore, 
all debate must stop on the subject now beiore the 
Senate. 

Some conversational debate took place between 
the CHAIR and Messrs. CALHOUN and KING, 
ARCHER, atd MERRICK, on a question of 
order, whether the proceedings could be thus 
abruptly arrested, and whether it was pot compe- 
tent for a simple majority to set aside the order of 
yesterday. 

It was determined that a vote of the Senate was 
required to set asice the business pending at the 
hour fixed for the cousideration of the tariff bill. 

Mr. ARCHER, who was arrested in his remarks 
on the above resolution, at 11 o’clock, now restmed 
the floor, and moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; and, the question being put, the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STURGEON called for the special order of 
the day—being the tariff bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to postpone all 
other business, for tne purpose of taking up the res- 
olution for the adjournment of Congress on Mon- 
day next. 

The CHAIR said the question would be first 
put on the motion to proceed to the orders of the 
day; which being put, it was carried in the affirm- 
ative. 

On motion ef Mr. ARCHER, the bill from the 
House entitled An act to change the time of hold- 
ing the district court of the western district of Vir- 
ginia, and for other purposrs, which had been re- 
ported from the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
certain amendments, was taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole. The amendments having been 
agreed to, the bill was reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed as amended. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider 


THE TARIFF BILL. 

The bill to provide revenue from imports, and 
to change and modify existing laws imposing ¢u- 
ties on imports, and for other purposes, was taken 
up as in committee of the whole, with thirty-one 
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amendments recommended by the Com miltee on 
Finance. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the Senate won!d proceed 
with the amendmenis iii ‘heir regular order 

The CHAIR acnounced the first amendment to 
be, to change the expression “the day and year 
before mentioned,” iato ‘the passage of this act.” 

Mr. EVANS pointed out —_ there were several 
verbal amendments, to the same effect, throughout 
the bill, the question on slits might be taken al- 
together. 

These amendments were 2dopted. 

The next amendment was to suabstitate four 
cenis per square yard onc t'on-baggirg, or its sub- 
stitute, impurted, for five cents ia the orginal bill. 

Mr. WALKER nioved to amend the amenid- 
ment by substituting *‘ three” cents, fer “four.” 

Mr. BENTON made some remark, net distinct- 
ly heard. ; 

Mr. KING observed that th: effect of the high 
duty proposed weuid be to exclude from this 
market every species of foreign cotton begging. 
This would then be a prohibitory du'y. Now, he 
was willing that the bagging manufacturers of 
Kentucky and Missouri should have a fair protec- 
tion, not detrimental to revenue, or to cther mdns- 
trial interests of the couniry. He was willing to 
let them enter the Southern market with every ad- 
vantage against foreign competition. But he 
would not, for the purpase vi ime?ciy giving a 
bounty to a few individuals, consent tolay en ex- 





travagant duty, calculaid to cut off all foreign 
competition, and exclude altogether the foreign 
fabric. Mr. K. read from a table, which 
he held in his hand, many siatistics 10 show 
the quality and price of the foreign fab- 
ric, contrasted with the domestic. He also 


read a siatement, prepared by no unfriendly band 
to protection, showing the comparative advantage 
of high and Jow rates of duty. His own experi- 
ence satisfied him that, under a a fair competition in 
prices, Kentucky bagging woul! always command 
a preference in the Southern n : arkke as long as the 
usually good article from that 3 2te was prod: ced 
Last year, in consequence of rivalry, an iaferior 
article was produced, and the interes's of the Ken- 
tucky bagzing manufacturers suffered; because 
they could not, as usual, command the pret- 
erence in the market. 


He stated that, in the neighbood of Leuisville, 
the old mode of spinning and weaving by hand had 
been superseded by machinery on an extensive 
scale. The reduced price in tte Scu'hern market 
is the effect cf t' is competition at home between 
machine labor asd hand labor, and not trom com- 
petition with the foreign artice. The returns for 
1839 show that the price of Scotch bagging, at the 
place of manniacture, was twelve and a halt cents; 
of English bagging, thirteen cents; and of Russian, 
fourteen cents—the article being better than the 
Scotca or Exghsh. If to these be added the charees 
of importation, the foreign article cannot now, 
even if free of duty, compete with Kentucky bag- 
ging, manufactured by machinery, at a cost not 
excecding two or three cents a yard, so long as 
the latter article maintains its qualiy, and thereby 
commands the market, Kentucky bagging, manu- 
factured by machinery, can now be sold atten 
cen's a yard, and leave as much p.ofit to the capi- 
talist as fifteen or sixteen cen's for the article man- 
wfaciared >y hand Jaber. [tis evident that, ina 
year or two, the Kentucky manufactureis cin, 
without ag protection, command the whole mar- 
ket. But by mistaken legislation, a Cuty on the 
foreign arucle is imposed which w i pul competi. 
tion ont of ine question, the capidity of the manu- 
facterers will be so stimulated, that the cotton. 
, wil be driven to the ncees 
sity Of adoring expedients which will ruin the 
Kentacky maoulacturers 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that, 
Statements so 


planier:, ia se!f defence 


‘ 


judging by the 
ably made by the Senaer from 
Alabama, Keniocky bagging, by the improvemenis 
ID mach ocry, con now be made and ofiered in the 
roainet for ien certs per yard. Henee, then, ut 
Was scar tat even a duty of three cens per 
square yard on the foreign article woald amoun: 
te a Cotal tanen, and woul ' produce uns 
cent of revenue. He submited w ine Senate, 
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it the Kenrucky begging can be made 
and the foreign artice cannot be made for less 
than 124 cepts, (to which the cost of import must 
be added)—whether it was reasonable to suppose 
that asinge yard of the foreign articie would be 
brought iato market. Did not every one see that, 
instead cf the sum estimated by the S:eretary of 
the Treasury to be derived trom bagging for rev- 
enue, there would not be one cent ot revenue ac- 
cruing to the treasury, even at three cen's per 
square yard duty? 

Mr, MOREHEAD had not charged his 
nor were they likely to be changed res ibe OOservas 
tons of the Senator from South Carelina, that 
three cents duly would be prohibitory, an! produce 
no rever.ue; or of ‘be Senator from Ala>ama, that 
he was willing to protect the home manufacture 
provi'ed it co id be done without tmterfering with 
revenue. He could tell both Senators they were 
mistaken; and that neither three cents nor five cen's 
wonld give adequate protection to the Kentucky 
manufacturers, 

Mr. EVANS cbrerved 
cing had given infini‘e tre 
to promise mere now. He boped to more time 
would be lost on it. Three whole days had been 
consumed in discussion on the subject when the bili 
was up on a former cceasion. Nething new could 
be elicited by debate. He hoped the que:! would 
be at once taken on the amendment. ‘Phe coin 
mittee had recommended tour cents es a compro- 
mise, which all parties, he ought to be 
satisfied with. 

The quesiion was then taken on Mr. Watker’s 
motion to substitute 3 cents for 4, and negatived,. 

Mr. WALKER then moved#to substiiue 34 
cents per yard, and on this he called the yeas and 
nays. 

The rate he now proposed was reported by the 
Finance Committee, when the bill was last before 
the Senate. It was the rate imposed by the act of 
1832; and, under the compromise act, it continued 
to fall, till it reached 2 9-10 cents. 

The yeas and bays were then ordered. 

Aficr a few remarks from Messrs. EVANS, 
SIMMONS, BENTON, CRITTENDEN, CAL- 


for 10 cents, 


opinions, 


’ 


that this article of bag. 
ible bete re, and seemed 


thanoht 
novent, 


HOUN, WALKER, LINN, BUCHANAN, and 
SEVIER— 
The question was taken on Mr. Watker’s 


amendment, to subsiitute 34 cents for 4 
ed in the affirmative—yeas 25, 
lows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
King, Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Preston 
of Connecticut, Tappan, 


Wrisit, and Young—25. 


— or 
pays 2. ; fol. 


Benton, Berrien, 
Graham, Henderson, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith 


Walker, Wiliams, Woodbury, 





NAYS— Messrs. Barrow, Bates. Rayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Cro its, Crittenden, Diyton, Evans, Huntington. Miller, 
Moreliead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons mith of Ineliana, 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, aud Woodbridge —22 


The amendmeni as 
The 
duty on 
in whole 
per ton. 

Mr. MILLER argued, at some length, that the 
duty ¢f $17 per ton cn this kind of iron was as low 
as it ought to he, Insiead ef being a protective 
Cuiy, ii was not 20 percent on the forcign article. 


Tenty per esat. would give $18 20; yet the 


amended was then adopted. 
next amendmen: was !o change the rate of 
iron in bars and bolts, not manufactured 
or in part by rollicg, from $17 to §16 


CORNi- 


} 
i¢ 
mitiee hed recommended a recuction to $16 Ae 
trasted the Se:ate «ould reject the proposed amend- 
ment. | 
‘ir. WILLIAMS observed that the Senator from 
New Jersey was net satised eih the reduction 


preposed by the Committee on Finance. Neither 
was he satisfied with » therefore, move 


) 
615 for $16 Tae shi 


he would 


to subsytot 


I ping Interests 
of Maine were deeply interested ino this subjeet 
tle believed the foreign article cost abroa! $25 7e 
ton. Aduty of $15 would, even ater add ng th 


chaees to the foreign price, be at least 50 per 
cen: —a ve y high duiy. ‘The shipping interes 
were already severely burdened by igh cutes ec: 
emp, cordege, copper, steel, ion. &e. 

Mr. EVANS observed that bis eclleague was 
entirely tis aken Phe price «f this article a: 
Looden wes £17 per ton. Fhe proposed dety of 
817 per ton is less than 20 percent. [t is among 
ihe very lowest of duties impcsed by this bill. 
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True, the State of Maine was iargely concerned in 
the deties on iren, steel, ce pper, hemp,and cordage; 
but, in a great measure of r« venue Jike this, it was 
impossible to lock wiih a single eje to the effects 
it would have conan individual Sate. He believed, 
however, that those most nterested in the shipping 
trate did net complain ef these dates. They 
looked to the improvement of trade from the im- 
provement of the condi the country. 

Mr. WIL L. IAMS conceiving his colleague’s in- 
formatin on this subject more likely to be correct 
than his own, would say thar if it should appear 
that the a uty would rot exceed 30 per cent., he 
would withdraw bis amendment. 

Mr. SIM ViONS stated, trom a letterin his hand, 
that the piice of Svedish iren in 1834 was $84 per 
t creasing yearly to $100, and coming back 
to $80 in 1812. He read from this letter an epin- 
ion that aaredse ion of two or three dollars a ton 
in the duty would only have the effect of raising 
the foreign price. 

Mr. WOODBURY cbserved that it was trae the 
foreign iron, afier paying the co-!, charges, and 
duty, wae, at an average, over $60 per ton. Bat 
the average of recert vears was uncer §50. Every 
one could see that $16 per too duly would exceed 
25 per cent. on the average vaiue now. 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that he understood the 
Serator from Maine - Wittiams] had said, if 
the duty did not exeeed 30 per cent, he would be 
atisfed with it, “i he would assure the Sena- 
tor tiat g138 a ton duty would not be 30 per 
cent. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said he 
amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said it would become his 
imperative duty at some stage of this debate to say 
a few words in relation to the duty upen iron; and, 
perhars, there would not be a bet er tiie to do so 
than at present. His own State was deeply inter- 
esied in the manufacture of this article; and yet, if 
he knew himself, he-did not desire one cent more 
of duty than to ena‘le the manufacturers to live. 
He desired only a revenue cu'y, with the incidental 
protection which that duty would afford. The dn- 
ties upon bar tron in the years 1839 and 1840 
produced upwards of two millions ot dollars per 
annum. The rate of duty here proposed, then, he 
was convineed, wonid not prevent the importation 
of the article. If the Senator from Maine had 
made bis proposition for a redaction upon the next 
article, it would have been much more reasonable. 
A duty of $17 a ton wouid not come up to the 
standard of his tread from Aikansas—namely, 25 
percent. Bat, as to the condition ef his own 
Stite, with which he cesired the Senate to be ac- 
quaintec: After the Jate war, when the manufac. 
facture: of the country werc im a depressed condi- 
tion, acd at a time when patriotism was alive, and 
ii was considered necessary, in the language of 
resident Jackson, to proteet the iron manufactur- 
ing interest—:or our protec'ion in war, as well as 
indepencence in time of peace—aduty of $30a 
ton was impo-ed on roiled iroa. The ¢ffect of this 
high rate of duty bad been to enab'e the State of 
Penisylvania to produce between twenty-one and 
twenty-two millions of do'lars of iron manufac. 
tures per annum more, he believed, than the value 
of all the cotton produced in any ene State. 

From ali the information that he eould obtain, 
a duty less than $24 or $25a !on would destroy 
nearly ali the furnaces in the Svate of P.wansyl- 
vania. Did any Senator desire the occurrence of 
such an even!? That vastinteresi—which had been 
raised up, not at the segzestin of the manufac- 
turers, | utby your own law—wonld be destroyed, 


tion of 


on—! 


had withdrawn his 


and the demand forthe f{ reign article would be 
iuereased, and corsequen'ly the price weuld be 
inercased at feast 33} per cent. For the manu- 
faciurers themselves, he cared very iitile; they 


were nearly all of them oppos-d to him in polties, 
fa lang',] end he had oo feliow-feeling with them, 
exeeptso far as their support would beaefit the 
country. Buotthe resi condition of the Siate of 
Pennss!vania was, 'h2t the furnaces furnished an 
extensive market for agricultural productions of 
the ne:gtborhood; an immense number of poor 
persons were employed about the work, and they 
were almost entirely disqualified from any other 
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business. Flis heart withered at the idea of the 
distress that would be preduced throughout that 
part of the country by the cessation of the opera- 
tion of those iron manufactories. He considered 
$17 aton as not by any means too high a ra'e; 
in fact, it would not come up to the standard of his 
friend from Arkansas; and he believed even the gen 
tleman from South Carolina himseif, who had ex- 
pressed his entireapproba ion of the former daty, and 
had derived extensive popalarity from that circum- 
stance, would net offer any opposition new to the 
rate prooosed. He (Mr. B.) was willing that it 
should be reduced $5 lower than it was in 1816. 
He was willing 
tne Committee on Manufactures in regard to pig 
iron; but in respect to hammered tion, there was 
Jess reason for reduction than there was in regard 
to any article upon which duty was to be levied. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, by mixinz up 
these two kinds of iron—rolled and hammered— 
some difficulty was procaced. The duty of 1816 
was $9 per ton on hammered iron, and on roled 
iron $30 per ten. He pointed out the reductions of 
price since that period. The price of rolie! iron 
now, in Engiand, does net exceed ore cent per 
pound; hence the duties of 1816 on the prices of 
that day, would be no rule tor the same duties, or 
anything like them, on the present prices—so much 
was the price reduced by improvements in ma- 
chineiy. 

Mr. BUCHANAN aske., if hammered iron be 
$54 per ton, what addition for home valuation the 
Senator from New Haupshire would make? 

Mr. WOODBURY said he would add ten per 
cent. on the foreign invoice. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he thought the 
Senator had reported, wien Secre‘ary of the Vreas- 
ury, from 10 to 20 per cent. for the home valua- 
tion; and that, added to the invoice price, would 
not make the duty 25 per cent. 

After a few explanatory remarks as to the home 
valuation, from Messrs. WOODBURY, BUCHAN- 
AN, CALHOUN, MILLER, and HUNTING. 
TON— 

Mr. BUCHANAN eailed for the 
which were ordered. 

The quesiion was then taken on the «mendment 
of the Finance Committee to substitute $16 for $17 
per ton on bar iron, &c., and resulted in the nega- 
tive—yeas 21, nays 22, as foilows: 


yeas and nays; 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, 
Preston, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 


liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2l1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Buchanen, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton. Evans, UWuntington, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Mi rehe: id, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White—22. 


The next amendment was to change the pro- 
posed duty of $27 50 per ton on roiled bar iren to 
$24. 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the 
by substituting $25 for $24. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were called, 
and ordered. 

The ques ion vas then taken, and 
affirmative—yeas 2 


amendment, 


resulted in the 
3, nays 22, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, 
Huntington, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, 
—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson. King, Linn, Presron, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wi- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 


Buchanan, 
Dayton, t.vans, 
Porter, Simmong, 
jallmadge, and White 


Zenton, Berrien, Calhoun, 


The quision recurred cn the avrendment as 
amended; aud it was adopted 


The next amentment was of 9 verbal nature— 





adding the words ‘tand permanently” and “for 
use” in the proviri.n relative to railroad icon Jaid 


down; which was adapted. 
Tae next wasachaage cf the daty oo inn ir 
Pigs from $10 io 9, whieh wee adoped 


The next was to s rike ont plates or sheets cf 
copper ani paic nt sheathing for siippng from the 
datiable articles suljec. to wwo cents per lb. duty; 
which was adop‘ed. 

The next amendment was after the 
graph of the 4h section, viz: ‘Suu coal, gl 75 
per ton; on coke, or culm of coal, five cents per 
bushel,”’ to inser!, “Provided, That all foieign coal 


tenth para- 


to adopt the recommendation of 
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"imported inio the United “States vhall be equa! ily 
entitied, with other importations, to the drawback 
ot duties paid, «n beng exported thence, and upon 
satisfactory proot being adduced, couformably to 
regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, that the coal so exported, if not landed 
abroad, was not relanded in the United States, but 
was consumed cn board the vessel in which 1 was 
so exported, upon the voyage of exporiation, be- 
fore arriving at the foreign port of exporiation.” 

Mr BUCHANAN was sorry that he was again 
compelled to address the Senate. This very prop- 
osition had been biovght before the Senate cna 
former occasion, and ds bated fore who leday by the 
Sesator from New Y ork and himse!f; andit wastren 
condemned by a farge majority. In the Hlouse it 
was condemned by a large majority; and now it 
m:t them ag2in in this bill. He desired to say 2 
few words upon if. 

The amendment provides that all foreign coal 
imported into this country shell be entitled, with 
oiber imporiations, to a drawback. Now, (con- 
tinued Mr. B.,) there isno other article, under simi- 
lar circumstances, that is entitled to drawback. 
In ail cases, you have to produce to the collector 
of customs a certificate of the relanding in a for- 
eign coun'ry, attested by the consul; but here, for 
the first time, you introduce the principle that an 
article consumed on board the ship is entitled to 
drawback. That will be the consequence? For- 
eign beet, pors, salt, sugar, &c., which is required 
for consumption on board vessels, will be entitled 
to drawback; and on what evidence? Upon the 
evidence ot the captain of the vessel and the 
crew. He would ask why should Maryland and 
Pennsy!vania coal be putin a worse condition than 
articles produced by other States; ard in favor of 
whom? Of the large steam-navigalion companies, 
the stock of which is held by foreigners. He de. 
sired that they should have all the advantages they 
were entitled to, but he would not place them in a 
better condition than our own citizens. 

Mr. EVANS observed that the drawback on 
coal imported, and to be reshipped, was for the ac- 
commodation of steamships. It is not imported 
for consumption, and does not compete with Amer- 
icancoal. The effect of not allowing this draw- 
back would be either to force cameos to over- 
load themselves with a sufficient quantity of coal 
to brivg them here and take them back, or to go 
to Halifax for their supply. It was the policy of 
every entight ned country to encourage steam nav- 
igaton. Tris country would be benefited by ihe 
extension of this intercourse. 

Mr. MERRICK maintained necessity 
affording every encouragement and prot+ction to 
the domestic coal of this country, by inducing its 
consumption by steam navigating vessels. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that the policy of im- 
posing duties at all was confined to such articles 
as were designed for consumption within the coun- 
try. And drawbacks were allowed only on such 
articles as were re-exported. This was the gen- 
eral policy. The proof of re-exportation was to 
be derived from the fact of landing them ina for- 
eign country, certified by the consul, or else the 
officer of cistems. The simple question was, did 
they desire to encourage navigation? 

HUNTINGTON was opposed to 


Mr. 
amendment, because he did not consice: 


the 


the 


the in- 


terests of the country warranted i it. 
Mr. WALKER was opposed to this amendmeni. 
The whole ameunt and eifect of it was te givea 


b woty to the 
of Britain, to 
navigetors. if 1 
ships, ‘o induc? them 
oucht toa be some 


great sieam bavigating companies 
ihe discouragement of American 
were confined to American steam- 
:vigate tt there 
rlainly 


lon w ocean, 


He was ce 


revson for if. 


epycsed to any amendment of thai deseripicn. It 
was wovrecrdented to euecurage foreieners to 
establish adeno! for a fore’gn comsaodity, to be 
cos-umed by them duly free, for the better sid of 

re'yn comp:tvion wih American shipping In- 


Mr. ALUN opncsed the amendment on the 
ground of 3 being an encourseement to fercign 
© Mpttivon at the exvense of domestic interesis. 
Woen be had heard of the fi:st British steamship 
coming to this country, he looked upon it as a 


of 





age oS 
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di astrous event. The oecupation of the ocean 
by the stramships of Great Britain was favorable 
tu her grand ofject of extending her empire, and 
making al! other countries tributary to her. 

Mr WILLIAMS said the simple question was, 
whether the effect of this amendment would not be 
to encourage foreign steam-navigation, and dis- 
courave cur own; as well asto diminish the carry- 
ing trade of our ordinary carrying ves<els, 

‘The yeas and naxs being called for and ordered, 
the question was taken on the adoption of the 
amendment, and resulied in the negative—yeas 6, 
navs 32, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Berrien, 
ladiana, and Wright— 6 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, 
bert, Dayton, Fulton, Henderson, Huntington, King, Linn, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Sprague, 


Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Williatus, Woodbridge, 
nae 
ali “ 


Evans, Graham, Porter, Smith of 





Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Cratis, Crittenden, Cuth- 


e 


t r 
1 OUDE— oe 


The nex! amendment was to change the duty on 
watches and watch materials, from 20 per cent. to 
74 per cent. 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend ihe amendment, 
by making chronometers subject to 20 percent. ad 
valorem; which was acreed lo. 

The question then being cn the amendment as 
amended, to change the duty ca watches and watch 
material:, from 20 per cent. ad valorem to 74 per 


cent. ad valorem-— 

Mr. MILLER argued that the revenue was not 
diminished by a sufficiently bigh duty on those are 
lic'es. 

Mr. EVANS pointed out the necessity of redu- 
cing the duty toa rate at which smuggling would 
be prevented. 

Mr. SIMMONS suggested 10 per cent. 


Mr. EVANS feared no revenue at all would be 
obtained at a higher rate than 74 per cent. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Tae next was to reduce the duty on diamonds 
from 124 to 7 per cent.; which was adopted. 

The next was to reduce the duty on pearls, pre- 
cious stones, &c., from 20 per cent. to 7 per cent.; 
which was also adopted. 

The next amendment was to insert, among the 
raw sugars subjectto a duty of two cents and a 
half per pound, ‘‘brown clayed svgars;” which 
sugars, advanced .beyond the raw state, but not re- 
fined, are to be subj-ct to four cents duty—refined 
sugars being subject te «ix cents 

Mr. CONRAD hoped the amendment would not 
prevail. He preeeeded at considerable length to 
show the effect it sould have upon the domestic 
interests vested in sugar plantations. He proposed 
to strike out, in the eighth section, from line five to 
line fourteen, and insert what he should submit. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked if it would be in order. 

Tne CHAIR said it would not. 

Mr. EVANS observed that the question was on 
the single amendment proposed by the committee. 

The Finance Committee’s amendment was 
adopted. 

The next amendment was in page 32. in the fifth 
paragraph of the eighth seciion, waich enumerates 
toreign liquor: ape specific duties; to strike 
out all that part relatmg to tereign wines, and ine 


sertin liew thereof the folio wing: 
“On Madeira, sherry, San Lucar, and Canary wines, in casks 
or bottles, six cents per gallon; oa Champa gne wines, forty 







ndy, and claret wines, in bottles, 


on portand Burgundy wines, in 
m Teneriffe wines, in casks or 
on claret wines, In Caska, six 


cenis jf galion; gu 
thirty 
Curks, ht 


bottles, 


on port, Bu 
ents per gallon: 
een cents per gallon; ¢ 


twenty cents per gation; 











Ccats per gallon; on the white wines not enumerated, of France, 
Austria, Prussia, and Sardinia, and of Portugal and ite posses- 
sions, ii casks, seven and a half cents per gallon; on the red 
wines not enumerated, of France, Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, 
aud Portugal, and its possess} ns, ii casks, six cen'e per gallon; on 
the white and red wines of Spain, Germany. and the Mediter- 
ranean, not ennmerated, In casks, twelve and # half cents per 
gallon: on Sicily, Madetva, or Marsala wines, in casks or bottles, 
twenty five er gallon; on other wines of Sicily, in casks 
or bottles, filleen cents per gallon; on all other wines, not enu- 
merated, and other tha of France, Austria, Prussia, and 
Sardinia, aad of Portugal and ita possessions, whes in bottles, 
sixty-five cents per gallon; when in casks, twent y-five cents per 
ont}? 

Mc. EVANS stated that this arrendment was in 


ecnformity to the recomoiendation cf the Secretary 
of the Treasury. The dutics on the high-priced 
win's would be aboui ihe same2 as those proposed 
by the House. Bet a considerable reduction was 


made in the duties on low-priced wines. The 
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commitiee had also taken into account the relations 
of this country with foreign countries by treaties. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was to insert among free 
articles the word “‘iimseed.” 

Mr. CHOATE believed it was subject to 20 per 
cent. duty at present. That, be admitted, was too 
high. If the Ssnator would allow this amendment 
to be negatived, he would submit an amendment 
on the subject. 

Mr. EVANS assenling— 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment was, to insert, at the end of 
the section, among {rre articles, “tea and coffee.” 

Mr. EVANS explained that the object was to 
change the phraseology of the exemption as made 
by the House. The Finance Committee wished 
simply to make those articles free when imported 
from the countries of their growth in American 
vessel«. He proposed to amend the amendment 
by adding, “when imported from the place of their 
growth in American vesseis.” 

After a few remarks from Messrs. CRITTEN- 
DEN, KING, CALHOUN, and PRESTON, the 
amendment to the amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
as amended. 

Mr. PRESTON called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered 

Mr. KING asked if it was a substitute for the 
proposition of the House? 

Mr. EVANS observed that it was a change of 
the form merely. It was to insert these artic'es 
among the free articles. As it came from the 
House, tea is made free when it comes from be- 
yond the Cape of G@ooi Hope, in American ves- 
sels; and coffee free, a! all events. The Senate 
amendment rendered the object more explicit. 


Mr. CALHOUN observed that, if revenue was 
the object of this bill, tea and coffee ought to be 
subject to a reasonable duty. He did not intend 
to vole for the bill; but he would certainly vote 
against this amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked how could the Sen- 
ator recoucile it to his consistency to vote against 
this amendment, after having, a few days ago, in- 
veizhed so vehemen'ly against depriving old ladies 
of the filih cup of coffee? 

Mr. CALHOUN said the Senator was entirely 
misiaken; he had never said any such thing. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he was 
probably mistaken; it must have been the Senator 
beyond ihe Seuator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Wocpgory. } 

The question then taken, and resulted ia the af- 
firmaltive—yeas 28, nays 15, as follows’ 

YEAS—Meessrs. Bates, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
ham, Huntington, Linn, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phe!ps, 
Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague,Tallmadge, Waik- 
er, White, Williams, Woodbridge, and Woo ibury—2s, 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, 
Cathoun, Fulton, Henderson, King, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
Bmith of Connecticut, Tappan, and Young—15. 

The next amendment was to insert among the 
free articles copper and patent sheathing for ves- 
sels. 

Mr. SIMMONS thought there ovght to be at 
leas! 10 per cent. duty on these articles. There were 
nine manufaciories of copper sheathing in this 
country, four of which had lately to step, in conse- 
quence of the foreign competition. It there was 
any one article of manufacture which ought to be 
encouraged, it was this. x 

Mr. EVANS said this bill was already suffi- 
ciently onerous on the shipping interests of the 
country. Already every articie that enters into the 
consump'ion of ship builders, is heavily taxed. The 
result of taxing this sheathing would be to drive 
the whole business of sheathing ships io foreign 
countries. He did not think, for the sake of some 
four or five manufac'urers, the whole of ithe ship 
ping interes's should be sacrificed. 

Mr. WCODBURY observed that, if it was true 
that nine establmimen's had grown up and fleur- 
ished dering the time that the foreign article was 
admiited free, there could be no possible necessity 
for eivirg them proiection 

Mr. CHOATE conceived it necessary to im- 
pose a sufficient revenue duty on these articles. 
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Mr. WRIGH FE referred to a letter he had in his 
hand, from Josiah Masey & Co., of the Society of 
Friends, stating that the manufacturers of ccpper 
sheathiog had grown rich in competition with the 
foreign article, while duty-free. Taey express the 
opinion, unequivocally, that if a duty is imposed on 
the foreign article, the effect will be that ail vee- 
sels requiring to be new coppered or re coppered 
will go abroad to have it dene; and, at the same 
lume, will have all the necessary repairs done 
abroad also. 

There was no very pressirg solicitation expressed 
by the few manufacturers of the article in this 
country for protection; while he and his colleague 
had received hundreds of letters from persons con- 
cerned in the shipping interests, remonsirating 
against any duty. While we talk of protecting 
American labor, let us inguire whether more of 
that labor is bestowed on manufacturing sheathing 
copper, or on the shipping inierests. If that inquiry 
be made, it will be found that the laborers on the 
latier are three to one. 

Mr. WOODBURY, in answer to the observa 
tions as to revenue, remarked that the revenue 
would be obtained in the treasury by the saving in 
expendituies for sheathing the vessels of our own 
navy. In this item alone, the savings would be 
considerable. 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that the effect of his 
proposition to impose 10 per cent. duty, was merely 
to counteract, by a countervailing duty, the recent 
change in the English tariff. He referred to a let- 
ter he had received irom the manufacturers of 
American sheathing copper, stating that the most 
respeciable shipping merchanis of Boston, Provi- 
dence, and New York, were favorable to a duty 
on the foreign article. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
recommended by”the Committee on Finance, and 
resulted in the affirmative—yeas 26, nays 10, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Cuthbert, 
Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Phelps, Preston, 
Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Choate, Crafts, Miller, Morehead. 
Porter, a Smith of Indiana, Sprague, and Wood- 
vriuge— 

Tie nex! amendment was one necessary in con- 
sequence of the transfer of the articles of ‘‘tea and 
coffee” to the free list. 

Mr. ALLEN ecalied for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. He explained that his ob- 
ject was to place hiv name on record, and correct 
an erroneous position in which it had been pleced 
ona former occasion, whereby it might be sup- 
posed he had voted against the freedom of tea and 
coffee from duty. 


Mr. KING had foreseen the inconsistency which 
weuld occur in consequence of the transfer. This 
he explained. 

Mr. CALHOUN should vote against striking 
out, because he was opposed to the novel principle 
introduced by the Finance Committee. 

The question was then taken, and resnled in the 
affirmative—yeas 25, nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Cheate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Mangum, Miiler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—25 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan 
bert, Fulton, King, Sevier, Smith ot 
Taj pan, and Wright—12 


Calhoun, Cuth- 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, 


‘The nextamendment was page 10, line 29, tostrike 
out afl afier the word “forthwith.” [This portion 
of the ¢i.l was a revival cf safeguards for the eol- 
lection of duties on tea ] 

Mr. EVANS chserved that this provi-o revived 
all the revenue guards rejative to teas, whea seb- 
ject to dwies; but as they are now free, there is no 
necessity jor these res'riclions. 

After a short explanation from Mr. WOOD 
BURY, ‘he am‘ndment was adopted 

Tne next amendment wes to change the term 
“one year,” to “ihree yeers,” as the limitation, af- 
ter importation of certain articles, to entitle the 
imporiers to drawbaclis on exportation. 


] 
| 








Mr. KING asked why the time should be ex. 
tended, 

Mr. EVANS explained that the object of the 
Committee on Finance was to restore the term to 
that of existing laws. 

Mr. WOODBURY showed that, to reduce the 
term frem three years to one, would be a general re- 
straint on commerce, and would act ipnjuriously 
to cur carrying trade. 

Mr. KING expressed himself satisfied. 

Mr. SEVIER would rather the term was limited 
to one month than one year. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was in relation to the 
drawback on foreign sugar refined, to strike out “34 
cents per poand,” and insert “equal in amount to 
the duty paid on the foreign sugar from which it 
shall be manufactured; to be ascertained under 
such regulations as shall be prescribed by the Sec- 
retary ot the Treasury.” 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was in relation to ascer- 
taining the true value of imports for revenue, after 
“insurance,” to insert ‘‘and including, in every 
case, a charge for commissions, at the usual 
rates;” and after ‘‘value,” to insert ‘tat the port 
where the same may be entered;” which was 
adopted. 

The next amendment was in relation to the in- 
spection by appraisers, to strike out ‘forfeited,” 
and insert “liable to seizure and forfeiture on 
conviction therecf before any court of competent 
jurisdiction - ; 

This amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment was to strike out the 27th, 
28tb, and 29th sections. 

Mr. EVANS explained that these sections were 
unnecessary, in consequence of the recent change 
in the fiscal year. 

In this Mr. WOODBURY concurred. 

The amendment was adopted; as also the next, 
to strike out the word “September,” and insert 
« June.” 

The whole of the amendments of the Finance 
Committce having been gone throngh— 

Mr. ALLEN moved to insert in the free list, af- 
ter the word ‘‘crude,” the word “salt.” 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to exempt salt from duty, and resulted in the nega 
tive—yeas 17, nays 27, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, Sevier, Smith of Cor necticut, Smith of In- 
diana, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, Woodbury, and 
Young—l7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Sprague, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, and Wright—27. 


Mr. EVANS said that he understood it would 
be agreeable to many gentlemen not to proceed 
any further this evening, all the amendments of the 
committee haying been disposed of; and in the hope 
and with the understanding that the bill would be 
cot through with to-morrow, so that Congress 
could adjousa on Monday, he weuld move to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the bill, as amended, 
would be printed. 

Several Senators thought that it was unneces- 
sary, aud the motion was not pressed. 

The motion for adjournment, at the request of 
the Chair, was suspended for the purpose of refer- 
ring bills from the House; several of which were 
read twice, and appropriately referred. 

The fortification bill was referred to the Com- 
mi'tee on rinance. 

House biil entitled An ect to change the time of 
holding the district court for the western district of 
Virginia, and for other purposes, was read the 
third time, «nd passed. 

On motion of Mr ARCHER, the biil was so 
aliered as to read “An act to establish a ccurt at 
Chariestown, in the Commonwealth of Virginia.” 

Hovse bill entitled An act making an appropri- 
ation for the erection of a warine hespital at or 
near Ocracoke, North Carolina, was taken from 
the table, and read twice, with a view to reference; 
when 
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Mr. GRAHAM aske ol ‘es ins ndulgence of the 
Senate to proceed to the consideration of the bill 
atonce. He then explained the importance of es- 
tablishing a hospital at this point, where thirty-four 
millions of property pass annually; and there was 
no hospital, except an old warehouse, on those 
waters. ‘The appropriation was only $10,000; 
which was limited as the whole amount to be ap- 
plied to that object. 

The CHAIR said, if there was no objection, the 
bill would then be considered, as in committee of 
the whole. 

Messrs. SEVIER and WHITE had no objec- 
tion to the passage of the bill, but were opposed to 
giving it preference over the bill providing for the 
erection of marine hospitals on the Wesiern rivers 
and lakes—sites for which had been fixed upon, 
under a law of Congress, anda large expenditure 
of money had been made for the purpose. The 
chairman of the Commitiee on Commerce, not- 
withstanding this expenditure of money, and the 
passage of a law of Congress authorizing the se- 
lection of sites, had reported adversely to the pas- 
sage of that bill, for the erection of the hospitals 
They were for linking the fate of all those hospi- 
tals together; and hoped the consideration of this 
bill would be postponed till to-morrow, when both 
bills could be disposed of at the same time. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it was the opinion of 
ihe Committee on Commerce that the bi!) for hos- 
pitals on the Western waters should not pass; and 
had instructed him to make the motion to lay the 
bill on the table. H+ would make that motion 
when the bill came up. 

Mr. WALKER hoped the motion would not be 
made, until time had been given to discuss the bill. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it would not. 

The bill was then laid over till to-morrow. 


THE PAY OF ABSENTEE MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. 

The joint resolution relating to the attendance of 
members of Congress, which had passed the House 
to-day, was taken up for the purpose of reference. 
The resolution provides that, from and after the 
present session of Corgress, every member should, 
at the cluse of every session, on or before receiv- 
ing the balance due to him for pay and mileage, 
deliver to the Sergeant-at-arms an account, duly 
certified, of the number of days of such member’s 
actual attendance in either House during such ses- 
sion, and the number of days which he had been de- 
tained from such House by siciness; for which, 
on the closing of his accoun!, he should be paid, 
and also for Sundays, and such days as either 
House should not have been in session ; but no 
member should receive compensation for any day 
of voluntary absence from the service of either 
House, when such House was in session. 

The resolution having been read, and the ques- 
tion being, Shall it be read the second time, witha 
view to reference? 

Mr. BARROW objecied. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana demanded the yeas and 
nays on ordering it to a second reading; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted in the neg- 
ative—yeas 19, nays 19, as follows: 


———— 








YEAS—Meesstrs. Allen, Bates. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Crafts, Crittenden, Fulton, Graham, King, Morehead, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien. Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Dayton, Evans. Henderson, Linn, Mangum, 


ee, Miller, Phelps, Preston, Rives, Sprag 

So the joint resolution was rejected. 

Mr. BARROW subsequently rose and said he 
was not in favor of killing this joint resolution in 
such an indirect way. The people could not un- 
derstand the manner in which it was done. He 
Wanted to meet the resolution on i's Own merits, 
and to discuss it. He was epposed io the resolu- 
tion; but his ot ject in cbjecting was not to reject i, 
bat to give Senators time to examine it in all its 
bearings. He had no idea that any Senator de- 
sired to shrink trovn respor-idiltty; and, therefore, 
moved to reconsider the vole rejecting the resolu. 
tion; which, the question beimg pt, was cairied in 
the affirmative. 

The resolution was then ordered to a second 
reading. 


ue, and Wright 
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~ Eng grossed bill entitled “An act providing tor ‘the. 
completion cf the penitentiary in the Territory of 
l.wa, was read the third time and passed; and the 
tile was so amended as to read **An act making 
appropriation for certain expenses in the erection 
of a penitentiary in the Territory of Iowa.” 

On motion, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trurspay, August 25, 1842. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that it was very ap- 
parent that they bad but little time left to pass 
through with the business of the House, and he 
had, therefore, asked the Clerk to look at the cal- 
endar ot the Senate bills, to see how many of them 
could be disposed cf. This had been done, and he 

had ascertained that there were ten of them lying 
on the table for a third reading, twenty-seven were 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and twenty-six in Committee of the Whole 
House. Thirty-one of these were private, and 
forty-\wo were public acts. Now, as there was 
no hope of getting any House bills through the Sen- 
ate, unless of paramount public importance, he 
would suggest the propriety of taking up and act- 
ing on those Senate bills—disposing first of those 
ready for a third reading, and then of those in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and in Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the proposition, on 
the ground that it would interfere with his remedial 
justice bill, which was in the situation of unfinished 
business. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that that bill was 
ineluded in his proposition. 

Mr. F. then observed that the fortification bill 
had been, after its third reading, laid on the table, 
on the ground that no revenue was provided to 
meet the appropriations therein contained. As the 
House had since passed a revenue bill, he hoped 
the question on the motion fur reconsideration 
weuld be now taken. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois moved to lay the mc- 
tion for reconsideration on the table; and the yeas 
and nays being ordered, the question was taken, 
resulting in yeas 60, nays 84. 

The question recurring on 
it was taken, and carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill; which was seconded. 

Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and, under the operation of 
the previous question, t the bill was passed—yeas 
91, nays 90. 

COLT’S SUB-MARINE BATTERY. 

Mr. COWEN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the joint resolution to authorize fur- 
ther experiments with Colt’s sub-marine battery, 
was yesterday laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WISE explained that there was a sufficient 
sum left of the sum appropriated in 1841, for ex- 
periments connected with the naval service, to de- 
fray the expense of the furtker experiments ona 
larger scale, which were now contemplated. And 
he read a lette r from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
which that geniieman expressed his satisfaction 
with the experiment which had been tried, but de- 
sired an expression of the opinion of Congress be- 
fure others were attempted. 

Mr. ADAMS opposed the passage of the resola- 
tion. He said the experiment would be but the 
throwing of so much money into the sea, and no 
such reso'ution ought to pass. He was as fully 
convinced that the system would be useless to the 
United States, as if one hundred years had passed; 
but if it could be made successful, he was opposed 
io blowing up ships of war with sub-marine bat- 
teries; if at all, it should be done by fair 
and honest warfare. 

Mr. STANLY said, 
e throwing of money 
thrown ramost 
¢ ed that the late 
distinguis*ed gontiemen who 
with the Navy De, artment, approved of these ex- 
periments. But furiher: no appropriation would 
be required. The money was already appropriated; 


the reconsideration, 


done 


true, the experiment would 
into the sea, butit would be 
invaluable purpess. He 
Southard, and other 
had been connected 
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and if not * thrown into ) the sea” for this, would be 
thrown there for some less important purpose. 

Mr. AYCRiuG made some observations which 
were wholly inaudible at the reporter’s desk. 

Afier some other brief observations from other 
genilemen, the resclution was adopted—yeas 108, 
nays ol. 

POST ROAD BILL. 

The bill to establish certain post roads, which 

was acted upon in Committee of the Whole a few 


days since, was taken upon the motion of Mr. 
HOPKINS, and the House concurred in the 
amendments of the Committee of the Whole. 


After some debate respec'ing an office at the 
Theological Seminary, in the neighborhood of 
Alexandria, in which Messrs. SMITH and POW- 
ELL took part, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and was read a third time and passed. 

The business of the morning hour was then an- 
nounced to be in order. 

Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following res- 


olution: 


Resolred, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill limiting the rate of discount at which 
the lean now authorized by law shall be negotiated; and au- 
thorizing the issue of treasury notes, to supply the wants of 
the Government, in Leu ofso much of said loan as cannot be 


thus negotiated 

Obiections were made, ant Mr. ATHERTON 
moved a suspension of the rules; on which the 
yeas and navs were ordered, and resulted as fol- 
lows—yeas 75, nays 77. 

Mr. GENTRY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to repeal the proviso ia the 
6ih section of the act entitied “An act to appro- 
priate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and io grant pre-emption rights to ac!ual settlers.” 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippirese to a point 
of order. The Committee on Public Lands, he 
said, had no power to originate that bill. The sub- 
ject had never been referied to them by the House; 
andhe knew of no petition, resolution, or order of 
the House, referring the subject to them, and in- 
structing them to act on it, or on any measure per- 
taining to the pnblic lands 

Mr. GENTRY said that he would answer the 
gentleman’s point of order. The whole questi n of 
the public lands was in the hands of the Committee 
en Public Lands; and they bad the power to origi- 
nate any measure in relation to them. 

Again: the original bi., which provided for the 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
came from tbat committee. 

Mr. WISE would inquire of the gentleman 
when the committee adopted this report? 

Mr. GENTRY said it was adopted this morning. 

Mr. WISE further inquired whether a quorum 
Was present when the committee adopted the re- 
port? 

Mr. GENTRY could respond to this inquiry; 
but he preferred that the response should be made 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, {Mr. J. Tromr- 
SON. | 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would state the facts; 
and the Speakcr aad the gentleman from Virginia 
might decide the fact as to a quorum or not. This 
is uot the regular day for the meeting of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. On yesterday, thegentleman 
from Tennessee requested him to attend a special 
meeting of the committee this morning. To this 
he readily assented, having some business on 
which he was anxious to have the action of the 
committee. This morning, he was unavoidably 
detained at bis lodging ull! near the hour of the ses- 
sion of this House When he came to this hall,a 
note was handed him frem the genileman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry,} again requesting his at- 
tendanece at the commities room. Asa favor to 
him, supposing he had some business of particular 
interest to himrelf, he went immediately to the 
room, and found four members present, and that 
he (Mr. T.) was necessary to form a quorum. The 
chairman annousced, on his arrival, that a quorum 


was now in atten‘snce; and’ the gentlemen from 
Michigan [Mr. Howarp] priceeced *o read the 
bill just reported. tie (Mr. T) protested against 
the till, on the ground that no petition, resolution, 
or any order whatever of the Hou-e, had brought 
ths matter betore tae comniit'ee; and that the com- 


mi'tee were incapable of criginating any measure; 
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and he propose ed 'o postpone the consideration “of Hl (ober ‘(which pe int he crd nol 1asist « n,) becaus e tbey 

the measure. Though the subject fad been sad- | nad nv right to sit and act while the House was in 

denly sprung upon him, the whole maiter bore the session, without the leave of the House. Toe re- 

appearance of preconcerted arrangement; and it || port wos not the repert of the committee, but th» 

wus due to the other members of the committee, }} ort only of four members cut of nine of it. 

and the large minority of the Hovse who were op- Mr G. DAVIS contended that ts was nova 

posed to this bill, to proceed with some httle delib- || question of order for the Speaker to decide, buta 

eration upon tt. | question as to the reception of the repoit, which tk 
The diseussion progressed for some minutes, || House must decide for 1 self. 

and the Chairman [Mr. Casry] said he « loubted the || Mr. WISE replied. 

power of the committee to act On this subject, and || = After which, the SPEAKER decided that the 

that he was whoaily opposed to it on the grounds of |, question was on the reception of the report, aad 


expediency; and, besides, the House he 


d then been 


in session more than ten minwtes Al} of us know 
that the commit'ees have :o right to sit during the 
session of this Honse, without permission. Who 


the chairman enncunced the tact ihat the Hs uve 
Was then in session, it Was bis duty to attend the 
service of this House. And when he (Mr. T.) 
found there was no disposi on the part of the 
majority of the commiuitee to postpone the ques 
tion, afier he bad assured them that the prope- 
sition was unexpecied—afier he had aske’ a 
delay of cnly twenty-four hours, and no spirit 


of accommodaiion 
any vole was 


whatever was show! 


he adoption 


—bhe tore 


aken on of the bill, and 


before the chairman had put the question to 
postpene, he (Mr.THomrp: on) arose and bade them 
adieu; saying, the only course left him was to 
leave the con mittee Without a quorum. The rules 


it his 


the commit'ece 


of this House made attend here. 
he assured and the House he 
no excited feeling on this subject. 


duty But 
had 
There was no 
perverseness—no factious <pirit on his part. After 
the‘members of the committee came House, 
he assured them of his willingness attend a 
meting of the committee at any time, when he 
had allowed him an opportaniiy of looking up his 
friends, and securing their aid on the committee. 
He would perform bis duty; and, when overruled, 
he would afford opportunity to the committee to 


10 the 


io 


effectuate any business legitiniately before the 
committee. But as the matter now stards, there 
is surely no report ever adopted by a quorum of 
that commities cn this subject. These are the 
facts; and the Elouse can decide upon them, 

Mr. WISE inquired of the gentleman from 
Mississippi if there was any question taken when 


he was present? 

Mr. THOMPSON « 
vole, and 
Was present 

Mr. WISE then would 
from Tennessee [Mr. Gen 


' Mis-issippi replied that n» 


no action ct was had while he 


inquire Of ise gpentieman 
t 


TRY] if theie was a quo- 





rum present when the report was adopied. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to a question of order, 
and was understood ojecung to the questio 
proporndedl ty Mr. Wis SE 

M:. WISE insisted that this was the proper time 
to settle the matter. The committ e, or raiber a 


Minority of it, had ad 
rum was presen’; 


ipted a report, 
and he contended, 


when no quo- 


asa po nt of 


order, that the Chair could not receive it. 

Mr. GENTRY was entirely willing that the 
Hoase should know all ie facts. The gentlema2 
from Miss: sippi had stated the facts ec rectly: bul 


i. must also be stated that he was infor 


med thatthe 

commil'ee was prepare 1 to Pass the re erort; and, 
failing to Induce them to postpone it, he absented 
him:eif, with e knowledge that th vould t 
ko guerum present uo be Jet the m Under 
these circtiaisances, ihe comy cetes mice ( 
to have their busisess obstructed by aia mem 
ber, adopted the report. They were net willing. be 
said, to arq > h peiple that a minerity 
cain defeat the vill of a mojo t panner 
Such a preet \ GISOTS<MIZIN™ mm tts ter 
dency, acd would, earr ou rictthe wh 
bus'ness of legistetior 

Mr. HOWARD wished t ate the further fac 
that, before the senteman fre Mi-sissipot tefi 
recm, all the membe:s of the ¢ tire Lad ex 
pressed their views tn relation to the report—three 
Of them in tavor, acd two acairest it 

Mr. WISE recamita!ated the facts of ihe ease, 
agreed on by Messrs Toompson and Grnrry, and 
a gued that they vinated the proe-edines cf the 


committee—first, because the committee cou'd 
not sit and act withoul a quorum; and, secondly, 


that it must be decided by the House. 

Mr. McKENNAN contended, in answer to Mr. 
Wiss, that the question was not one of order, and 
that the report was legitimately before the House. 
ae committee, he said, had acted very properly 

adopting the report after the gentleman trom 
Mississippi left them. A qucrum was present 
before the gentleman Jet them, and it was cui of 
the question t» suppose that his going away could 
defeat their action. Such a principle, if sanciioned, 
would defeat all legisiation. The fact of the gen- 
tleman’s going away eculd not, in his view, break 
up a quorum 

Mr. WISE. 


instead of une. 
Mr. McKENNAN. That is 


m 


Suppose four should have retired, 


a different ques- 


tion. Whena quorem was present, consisting of 
five persons, he meant that the retiring of cne 


could not break up the quorum. 

Mr ARNOLD said that, if the question was put 
in the committee-room while the gentieman from 
Mississippi was present, he held it that the report 
would have been a l*giumate on°; but as the ques- 


tion was pat atter he left the room, he held that it 
was no report at all. The fae’s were not dis- 
puted by auy body; and he moved the previous 


question. 

The question was put on seecndivg the call for 
the previous question; but a quorum not voting— 

Mr. ARNOLD cailed for tellers. 

Mr. WISE. Why, sir, we have made a decision, 
if the gentiexgan from Pennsylvania (Mr. McKen- 


NAN] is right. We had a quorum present this 
norming. 

Tellers having been ordered, the vote was taken, 
and the second to the previous question was car- 


ried. 

fhe main question was then ordered, and put in 
the (ollowing form: ©Shall this bill be received as 
he report of the Committee on Peblic Land-?” 

The yeas and nays having been ordere¢— 

The vote resulied as follows: yeas 91, nas 77. 
So the question of reception was determined in the 
affirsmative. The bill was then read twice. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD moved to Jay the bill on the 


~ 


table. Te motion was negatived; asd the bill 
was comnitied to the Committee of the Whole 


House on the state of the Union. 
NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, chairman cf the ce- 
lect commitice, made a very voluminous report 
respecting the afiaics of the New York custom- 
house. He said he asked no legislation thereon. 

The report was /aid cn the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 


PAY OF ABSENTEE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, 

Mr. ADAMS offered a resolution providing 
that, {rom and after the pie-ent ssion af Con- 
gress, every mew ber should, at the close of every 
session, on or before reeery ng the balance due to 
lim for pay and mileage, deliverio the Sergeart- 
at arms an :ccount, du'y certified, of me runber 
f dav. of such n Lbeis aciusl attendance in the 
Een uring such sessicn, ard the num of 
da whiew he bad beon detaraed from ihe ilo use 
‘ for which, on the elosirg of his ace 
count, be should be paid, end also for Sualays and 
such ¢ he House shou'd net have beon jn 
‘ vt no memb hoald reeesve eompersa 
nier aby day of vuluntary absenee from the 
ervic the Ficuse, when the House was in cese 


“Mtr. GORDON o! 


tjrcted tu” the 
jesolullun,. 


Mr. ARNOLD also objected. 
Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rule:, 


reception cf the 





ey 
ee 


| on which he called for the yeas and nays; and, 
| teing ordered, they resuiied—yeas 119, nays 25; 





1 so the rnies were suspended. 
ij Mr. ADAMS explained his motives for offering 
|| this resolution. Fle said the principle on which they 
| received cempensation was ‘‘payment for services 
| by the day; and on public buildings, when 
\} the workmen “4 any days, their payment was 
i stopped. But in thie House, on the contrary, mem. 
| bers wont away, without the leave of the House, 
\| and, after two or three months’ absence, came back 
1} and received their per diem allowance, as though 
|| they bad been in attendance. The adoption 
of this resolution, he believed, would also correct 
the evil which existed, of being so often left with- 
out a quorum 
(| Mr. RAYNER submitted an amendment ma- 
\| king the resolution a joint resolution, and eppli- 
| cabdje both to the Senate and the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 
Mr. ARNOLD offe:ed an amendment to reduce 
|| the pay of members, after the present session, from 
$8 to $6 per diem, and from $8 to $6 for every 20 
iniles of travel, in going to, and reiurning from, 
Washington. 
| Mr. PEARCE said the members were not paid 
| with uniformity, nor with regularity. If pay fer 
| services was intended, the present system would 


| 


' 

| require alieration. It was kaown that their mile- 
|| age exceeded their travelling expenses; but the 
|| present mileage was allowed, by which distant 
|| members were paid much more than members who 
|| reside near the seat of Government, as some com. 
pensation for the neg'ect to which their business 
mus! inevitably be subjected, by their inability to 
| go home cccasional!y to attend to it. If services, 
| ihen, were only to be paid for, it would be neces- 
| sary ‘0 make an alteration; and, therefore, be sub- 


mitted an amendment to limit the ‘‘mileage” of 
members to their actual travelling expenses, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made a few observations. 
| Mr. SOLLERS opposed the resolution as one 
|| that would inflict flagrant injustice. He said if it 
|| were passed, he must be kept here daiy, or lose 

his pay; whereas, the gentleman from Massachu- 

setts would receive his mileage of $600 or $700, 
without, perhaps, going to Quincy at all between 
this and the next session of Congress. 
Mr. ADAMS aslred how many days the gentle- 
| man from Maryland had attended the House du- 
ting the present session. 

Mr. SOLLERS said he did not know; but if 
| seme other gentlemen had been absent too, it would 
|| have been both more economical and better for the 
~— ity. 
| ADAMS. The gentleman then gets paid 
*- i absence. 

-- SOLLERS. Ard the gentleman from Mas- 
oe ge's paid for his mischief. 

| Mr. R. W. THOMPSON moved to lay the reso- 

| ution on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS ealled fer the yeas and nays, and 
|| they were ordered, and resulted as follows—yeas 
| 26, nays 113. 
| 
| 





Mr. HOLMES rose to a question of order; and 
his point was, thatthe Co pea ane required the 
compensation of members of Congress to be fixed 


® by law; that there was a re fixing this compen- 
sation; and, therefore, the resolution conflictirg 
| with that law, was out of order. 
|| ‘the SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
| ‘Lhe previous question having teen ordered— 
i At er some remarks from Messrs. KING, 
PEARCE, ARNOLD, and McKAY, 
The question was taken on Mr. ARwNotp's 
amendment, and it was,rejected, 
The aaestion being taken on Mr. Rayner’s 


ame.diment, it was carried—yeas 81, 

Mr. BOTTES moved 
tab e: cd, 

The quces.ion onorderikg the resoluiion to a ste 
crd reading, as amended, was taken end carried; 
aid, under the oncrauon of the previous question, 
the resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading—yeas 134, nays 12. 

The iesolution was then passed. 
REORGANIZATION OF TIIE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

The Heuse re-olved its:!f into Commitee of the 
Whole, (Mr. J. R. Inozrsoit in the chair,) and 


nays C3. 
io lav the resclution on the 
rejyec 
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proceeded with the consideration of the bill for the 
reorganization of the Navy Department, which 
was partially discussed on an antecedent day. 

Mr. WISE addressed the committee in exp!ana- 
tion of the reform designed to be accomplished by 
this bill. 

On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the committee 
then rose, and reported progress. 

Oa motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of South Caro- 
jina, the Committee of the Whole House was dis- 
charged from th> further consideration of biil No. 
497, to establish a port of delivery at Bucksviile, 
South Carolina; and the bill being put cn iis pas- 
soge, Was read the third time, and pas-ed. 

The House then adjourned. 





CorrecTion.—By an accidental omission, a 
portion of our House proceedings of yes'erday is 
somewhat uninte ligible. It was stated that the 
questions were taken on Mr. Biack’s and Mr. C. 
Brown’s amendmenis to the bill to regulate the 
pay of pursers in the navy, wi-hout stating what 
those amendments weie. They were es follows: 

Mr. Brack moved to strike out $3,500—the pay 
of pursers of the highest grade—and insert $1,750, 
which be advocated in some remarks. 

Mr. C. Brown moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by making the salaries of the highest grade 
$2,500, instead of $3,000. Both these amendments 
were rejected. 





IN SENATE. 


Fripay, August 26, 1842. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, House bill entitted 
An act for the relief of William Willis, of Monroe 
county, Virginia, was taken up, and considered as 
in committee of the whole, reported to the Senate, 
read the third time, and pas-ed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Commiitee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the 
joint resolution authorizing further experiments 
of Colt’s sub-marine battery. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Commitee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, House bill 
making appropriations for fortifications. 

Oo motion ot Mr. SEVIER, the Senate took up 
for consideration, as in committee of the whole, 
House biil making an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of sites for marine hospitals on the Western 
and Sonthern rivers, and on the lakes. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no objection to establish 
marine hospitals, at any one of the places named 
in the bill, if necessary; but he would suggest that 
the Senate insert in the bill an armendment, making 
this a final appropriations. He adverted to the ten- 
dency to extravagance in all cases of appropriation 
by the Federal Government, unless ome guard of 
the kind was placed over it, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON spoke at some length 
against the bill—arguing that the department had 
never sanctioned the contrac's made by the board 
which was appointed to survey aud select the sites; 
to pay for which sites, provision was made in this 
bill. The bill which authorized the survey and 
purchase of sites appropriated only $15,000 for 
that purpose, and the whole purchase was limited 
to that amount; but the board made contracts for 
sites calling for an appropriation of $44,500, di- 
retly in violation of the instructions of the Presi- 
dent, and in violation of the law. Mr. H. con- 
tended that, though the sites had been approved by 
the department, yet the contracis had not been ap- 
proved. They would have been approved, if the 
board had not, in making them, exceeded the lim- 
its of the bill authorizing the selection of ihe sites. 

Messrs. TAPPAN, WALKER, WHITE, 
CRITTENDEN, and SEVIER, main ained that 
some of the contracis had been made for five years, 
and that the persons wita whom the contrac!s were 
made bad been kept out of their property, and 
the amount contracted to be paid for i', for thai 
length of time. This they maintained was hard 
and unjust. They also argued that these contracts, 
as well as the sites, had been approved by the ce- 
partment; and that, though the act which authorized 
the sites appropriated only $15,000 for that pur- 
pose; yet the power by thal act to purchase was 
complete, though the amount was not sufficient for 
the purpose contempiated. 
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Mr. HUNTINGTON then, in accordance with 
the recommendaticn of the committe, moved to lay 
the Lill on the table. 

The question was put, and the motion was disa- 
greed to. 

Tne bil was then ieported to tne Sonate; 
the question, Shall it be read the third timc? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON demanded the yea 
nays, which were ordered; and the questior 


’ 
ma on 


and 


being 


put, was carried in the afiirmauve—yeas 29 
nays 9. 

fhe bill was then read the third time, and 
pass a. 


On molion of Mr. SEVIER, the House bill ma- 
king appropriation tor the erection of a marine 
hospital at or near Ocracoke, North Carolina, was 
taken up, consilered, read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked the Senate to teke 
up the bill to reguis'e the taking of tesumony in 
cases of contested elections, and for other pur- 

oses. 

Mr. WRIGHT said it would be debated, if 
ken up. 

Mr. EVANS objected to taking up the bi'l until 
ibe tariff bill was cispo-ed of. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to postpone all 
other business, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill 

The question was put, and decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 15, noes 16 

Oa motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


The bill to provide revenue fom imports, and 
to change and modily existing laws imposing du- 
ties On imports, and tor other purposes, was teken 
up, as 10 committee of the whole, for further con: 
sideration; the amendmenis propo-ed by the Com- 
mittee On Fiaencse having been disposed of yes- 
terday. 

Mr. CHOATE moved to insert “linseed” among 
the arlicies subject to a duty cf 5 percent. ad 
valorem. 

‘bo amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to change the duty 
on sulphate of barytes, from 20 pes ceut. ad valo- 
rem to 4 cent per pound. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to insert at the end of 
the bill an additional section, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That whenever the President of 
the United States shall receive satisfactory evidence that the 
grain, flour, salted provisions, and unmanufactured tobacco, of 
the growth and production of the United States, exported from 
the United States, ave aiimitted at arate of duty not exceeding 
25 per cent. ad valorem, inio the several ports of any European 
state or kingdom, he shall make proclamation thereof to the 
people of the United States, and thencelorward the duties im- 
posed by this act upon all articles the growth and produce 
such state or kingdom so admitting such grain, flour, saited 
provisions, and manufactured tobacco, shail be reduced to the 
rate of 25 per cent. ad vaiorem. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the Senate would not con- 
sent to adopt an amendmen, the effect of which 
would be to allow any—perhaps the most incon- 
siderable—state of Europe to make a tariff for 
this country, to be extended to all other nations 
with which it has treaties of commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK denied that the amendment 
would have any such effect. 

Mr. EVANS insisted that it would, 

Mr. WALKER observed that, if a moderate 
duty for revenue alone were intended by this bill, 
Great Britain would be compelled to admit our 
productions at reduced duties. He was opgosed 
io any arrangement by which great advanteges 
would be given to foreign nations, without any 
reciprocal practical advantage to this country. 
He suggested to the mover to include rice in the 
amendment. As to the article of tobacco, he did 
not believe that Eagland would ever relinquish the 
daty on it, by which she derives $24,000 000 an- 
nually; and so complete a monopoly dcoes she 
make of it, that she prohibits the growth of the 
aricle in her own kingdom. 

Mr. EVANS read from the commercial treaty 
with Great Briain a proviso, that neither country 
should impose a higher rate of duty on the produc- 
tions of the other, than the same products of any 
other nation are subject to on importauon, 


ta- 





Mr. TAPPAN made a few remarks not dis- 
tinctly heard; but understood to be in favor of 
some reciprocal atrangement by which ovr agri- 
cultural prodaets might find a market abroad. 

Mr MERRICK called for the yeas and rays 


on his prop siticn; which were ordered. 
Mr. WRIGHT would willing'y vote for the 


amendment, if the effect of it would be merely to 


preduce a recipreeity with nations adopting the 
same |iberal poliey towards us. Bat if it would 
have the effect pointed out by the Senator from 


Maine, (which, he apprehended, would be the 
case,) aS a Necessary result of our treaties with 
other nations not so liberally disposed, he could not 
cons'nt to the amendment. 

Mr. BENTON satd the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Maryland (Mr. Merrick] was a large 
one, involving great con’ equences, and reviving a 
principle as old as the Government. Our Cunsii- 
tution contarped two provisions on the subject of 
foreign commerce—one to Jay duties on imports, 
for revenue; the other to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations. The tormer of these powers had 
been executed from the establishment of the Gov- 
ernment; the Jatter had not been executed at all. 
Mr. Madison attempted it in 1793, in his cele- 
brated resolutions of that day, which were defeat- 
ed by the British interest. Mr. Jefferson recom- 
mended it in his report on foreign commerce, when 
he was Sceretary of State; and, ac'ing on their 
suggestions, and endeavoring to give effect to an 
important clause in the Constitution, he (Mr. B.) 
a few years ago had digested an amendment, 
framed on Mr. Madison’s resolutions, and the 
study of the speeches and reports of that day, 
lo establish the system of discrimination and reci- 
procity in trade with foreign natious: discriminating 
between nations, according to their treatment 
of our commerce, and reciprocity in the rates 
of daties The principle of Mr. Madison’s res- 
olutions was, thata discrimination of 10 per cent. 
in the cuties should be made in favor of the com- 
merce of the nations which admitted our products 
on favorable terms; and that this principle, estab- 
lished by law, should be carried into effeet by 
treaties. This was the principle of Mr. Madison’s 
resolutions; and in the proposition which he offered 
a few years ago, this principle was sought to be es- 
tablished in the mode he proposed. His (Mr. B.’s) 
proposition was net suecess ul, althongh better 
matured than the proposition now offered by the 
Senator from Maryland, or lately cffered by the 
Senator from Ohio, [{Mr. Tappan:] he said better 
matured, without arrogaling any merit to him- 
self, except the merit-of copying a great master 
—for he only copied Mr. Madison. He was, of 
ceurse, in favor of the general object of the 
amendment offered, but it was not in the ap- 
prepriate iorm, and could not be appropriately 
framed end gvarded in any exiemporaneous 
movement in this closing scene upon the pass- 
age of a revenue or tariff bill. It was a large 
subject, requiring a separate consideration in itsel’: 
a consideration requiring a view of our whole 
existing commerce, bot foreign and domestic, 
and of all our commercial treaiies wth foreign 
powers. A subject so large as this would re- 
quire t-me for deliberatioa and for action; and 
we had time for neither now. I: would also re- 
qvire a separate consideration, and could be adopt- 
ed at any time, without being madea partof a 
tariff bill. It would do best in a bill by itself: he 
was, therefore, against doing anything on the sub- 
ject now, and taking it up by itself at the next 
session. 

Mr MERRICK modified his ameniment, so as 
to limit its effect to recinrecity, by adding the fol- 
lowing: 

Valess, under the provisions of existing treaties, said reduc- 
tions of duties will inure to the benefit of some other foreign 


country not making the reciprocal reduction in its ports; and, 


in all e President ts hereby requested to take the 
eatliest means of terminating the obligations of any such treaty 


sv conflicting with these principles of reciprocity. 


such cases, t 


Mr. EVANS observed that this matter of break- 
ing up commercial treaties by a mee proviso was 
one which the Senate should not sanction. It was 
too dangerous an experiment. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. HUNTING- 
TON and WOODBURY, 
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The question was taken on Mr. Mearnicx’s 
amendment, and decided in the negative—yeas 6, 
nays 29, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Wo 


bury, and ¥ ) 

NAYS—Messrs. Bagby, Barrow, Bat Benton, Berrie 
Choate, Clayton. Conrad, Crat Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huou n, Miller, Merehead, Phelps 
Porter, Preston, Summons, Soi Co cut, Sith of 1 


diana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallina Tappan, Williams, and 
W voodbridge—29 

Mr. MERRICK next move! 
by limiting its duration to twel ths. 

Mr. BENTON suggested to Mr. Merrick 
the proper time to offer this am+ndment 
after the bi'l was reported back to the Senate. 

Mr. MERRICK agreed to the 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. RIVES said hej anxious 
that the Senate should agree upon something that 
would meet the concurrence of both branches of 
the Lezislature. If he thought any amendment 
would be made that would enable him to vote for 
the bill, he would forbear to press the proposition 
which he new offered for the ecnsideration of the 
Senate. But he thought it very evident, from the 
spirit which had been manife ted, that this would 
not be the case; and he would therefore state, very 
briefly, the leading objections bill which he 
entertained. In the } . could net be 
characterized as a revenue measure. His firm 
conviction was, that it wou'd not produce an in- 
crease of revenue. It was absolutely and emphati- 


io amend the bill, 
ve mou 
that 
wonold be 


suggestion, and 


was unfeignedly 


to the 


first piace, it 


cally a measure of protection, extending, in some 
particulars, to prohibition. 

This was the true character of the bill. In re- 
gard to many of the articles which enter most deeply 


into the consumption of the count ryaneeel, for 
example, as several descriptions of cotton and 
woollen goods, some of the manufactures of ircn, 
hemp, &c.—they were subjected to a duty of at least 
100 per ceut., when the duties aciually imposed 
were stripped of the disguise of mininums and 
specific rates in which they were ingeniously con- 
cealed; and no one could suppose that, with a rate 
of duty like that, it was possible that revenue could 
be collected. The amount of revenue would, in bis 


opinion, be dimini:bed rather than increased, and 
fatal blow weu'd be aimed at cur commerce 


with ceuntries in which the products of our agri- 
culture, find valuable and now improving markets. 
He had another objection to the bill as it steed. It 
wassuppvsed that they bad made some little advance 
towards the establishment of sound and stable prin- 
cip'es of public policy. He did not mean to throw 
any odium upon the genera! policy which had been 
pursue’; but, in his judgment, a sad interruption 
had taken place to the reconcilement of the public 
mind, which the principles cf the compromise act 
were calculated to produce. I[t did not seem to 
him that this measure recognised, in any manner, 
the expediency of even keeping in view the princi- 
ples of the com, It went far beyond the 
rate of duty which existed under former tariffs. 
Not satisfied with obliterating every trace of the 
comp'omise of 1832, it went beyond the high tarift 
of 1828. 

If the general character of the meacure could be 
reconciled to the interests and sound policy of 
the country, he would be willing to sacrifice 
much in matters ef detail. But he confidently be- 
lieved that it wonld prove as detrimental to those 
particular interests which it professed to subserve, 
as it would be adverse to the general interests 
of the country. These were the views he en- 
tertained; and they were not derived from his own 
judgment alone. He had sought the ex- 
perience, by consulting practic! men. Unless, 
then, some important change were iniroduced— 
and he had no reason !0 anticipate any such—he 
could notjustify himself to give b's vote for the bill. 
This being the case, and being himse f anxious to 
terminate all doubts and eae? that now exist 
in reference to revenur,and, above all, to set the 
public mind at rest with regard to the vital ques- 
tion of legality in its collection, he (Mr. R.) was dis- 
posed to remit much of his own particular opinions, 
for the sake of a full reconcilement of the whole sub- 
ject. He would, therefore, most respect/ully beg 
Jeave to propose, for the consideration of the Sen- 


romire, 


hight of 


| 
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ate, a measure which, in some of its features, had 
already been submitied (modified by himself, how- 
ever) to the consideration of the cther body of 
lature. He thought it would mect the 
real exivency of the case, and supp!y substantially 
the wants of the country It was intended to rein- 
state the rates of duties as they existed under 
the compromise act in the years 1840 and 1841 


tois Legis 


This would leave, for the presen’, the tariff at the 
point where it stood alter the deducticn * towre- 
tenths of the excess above 20 per cent., adjoura- 


ing to a future consideration and adjustment the 
reduction of the ‘remaining six tenths which have 
been crowded into the first six months of the pres- 
ent year by the compromise act. In addition to 
this, be proposed to lay a duiy of 25 per cer.t. 
on the class of articles, previously free, which 
were subjected to a duty of 20 per cent. by the 


revenue bill of the last session of Congress; and, 
at the same time, he decmed it necessary to in- 


clude among dntiable articles, during the contin- 
vance of the present embarrassed condiuon cf the 
public treasury, the articles of tea and coffee at the 
moderate raie of 20 per cent. 

His own opinion was, that, in the present state 
of the country, there was no obligation upon Con- 
gres*, nor any wish of the people, to exempt tea 
and coffee from their due proportion of con:riba- 
tion to the public necessities. He believed these 
articles were not, in any civilized country, exempt. 
They had in this country been a main svurce of 
revenue, and exempted from duty only when there 
was a superabundance of revenue; (acy were found 
to be more productive cf revenue than any one 
class of manufactures imported from abroad— 
except, perhaps, the single article of silk. What 
objection could there be against laying a moderate 
duty upon tea and coffee? They were no more 
necessaries of life than were sugar, molasses, sal', 
hats s, Shoes, and divers other articles, which, by 
ral consent, are subjected to duty. By inclu- 
ine articles, they woald secure at once 
an additional revenue of at least three mil- 
lions of doilars. The average importaiion of 
them, it would be found by the tables annex- 
ed to the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, amounted to fifteen millions of dollars worth 
anouaily; the revenue derived from which, at 29 
per cent., would be three millions. The Secretary 
of the Treasury proposed, by the duties recom- 
mended by him, to derive from these articles a 
revenue of four and a half millions of dollars. And 
he would ask if, under existing circumstances, 
there was anything that should induce them to re- 
ject this fruitful source of revenue? 

He thought every genileman would agree that, 
as @ revenue measure, the one he now proposed 
was preferable, in all respects, to the measure un- 
der consideration; and, ia regard to iis bearings on 
the interests of domestic indus'ry, he begged leave 
to invoke the high authority of the Committee on 
Manufactures cf the other House, who, in their 
able report, bear testimony to tie general pros- 
perity of American manufactures under the tariff 
of 13840 and 1841, and indicate the sudden and 
large reduction of six-tenths of the excess above 20 
per cent., which has been thrown upon the present 
year, as the great grievance from which they ask 
to be relieved. He would not detain the Senate 
witha speech. He knew not what sentence his 
proposiuon would receive at the hands of the Sen- 
ate; but he desired, at all events, to have the 
opinion of the Senate expressed upon it. 

He hoped that gentlemen on all sides would see 
in it, at least, a proof of the spirit of conciliation 
with which he was sincerely animated, and which 
the present condition of the country so impres- 
sively invoked. Ele was prepared to make a iarge 
sacrifice of his individual opinions on the altar of 
union and harmony in the public cause; and he 
had made that sacrifice freely in the proposition 
he submitted 'o the Senate, which went much be- 
yond the limit that his own judgment preferred. 
His fixed conviction was, that an average duty of 
25 per centum on the fore:gn cost of imported 
commodities, (which be supposed to be the fair 
representative and equivalent of a 20 per cent. duty 
on home valuation,) would be found, in the end, to 
make the nearest approximation to the point in 


gen 


ding 
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which revenue and protection meet; and he mack 
feared, whatever temporary measures might be 
resorted to, no solid and permanent adjaumae nt of 
this great subject would be arrived at, until a wise 
spirit of modexation shall be transfused from the 
calm and practical intelligence of the people into 
the bosom of the public councils. He repeated, 
however, that the proposition he now submitted 
went much beyond the limit which he had just 
indicated as that which his own judgment pre- 
terred, and which he belicved the sober judgment 
of the country would ultimately seitle down upon, 
Mr. R. concluded, by submitting his amendment, 
as follows: 

“That from and after the 
further Jegislauon 


of this act, and until the 
on the subject, the same duties 


passage 
of Congress 


upon imports shall be levied, collected, and paid, which were 
levied, collected, and paid on the Ist of January, 1840, under 
the provisions of theact approved 2d Marcti, 1833, entitled ‘An 
actto modify the act of the 14th July, 1832, and all other acts 
my using duties on imports,’ and according to the same laws, 


rules, ari id regi 
duties shall 


lations which then existed, except that the said 
be paid in cash: And provided, further, That in 
all cases where specitic dudes Were Imposed upon imports 
prior to the passage of the said act, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain the average rate of duty 
which was eollected uponeach of the said articles throughout 
the year ISiU; and such average rate of duty shall be levied, 


collected, and paid as a specific duty upon the importation of 
said articles, in te same manner as if such respective specific 
duties were s: verally imposed by this act. 

“Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 


ted and pau a duty of — per cent. ad 


vi 2zlorem on teas and coffee, unul the public debt shall have 
been paid; and on the arucles made subject to a duty of 20 per 
ad valorem, provisions of the act entitled ‘An 
act relating to duties and drawbacks,’ approved September 11, 
IS41, there shall hereafter be levied, collected, and paid a duty 
of 25 per cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, which 
shal] raie of duty as bar or belt iron of 
similar manufacture, under the first section of this act; but 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive 
any State or imcoporated company, which shall have imported 
railroad iron prior tothe third day of March next, of the benefits 
and advant hem respectively by the proviso to 
said act relating to duties and draw- 


hereatter levied, « 





cent. under the 


be subject to the same 


wes secured tot 
the Sth section of the 
backs,” 

Mr. PRESTON moved to amend the second 
line, by striking cut “until Congress shall otherwise 
direct,” and insert “for the period of two years 
from and alter the passing of this act.” 

He supposed it must be obvious to everybody 
that there could now be hardly such an adjustment 
of the tariff as could be considered permanent. 
Pressed as Congress now was, in time, it would 
not be probable thet the deliberate and matured 
judgment of Congress could be given to any 
measure of specific duties. 

The emendment was negatived. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Rivgs’s 
amendment, on which he called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that he would vote 
for this amendment, not because it met his entire 
approbation, but because it presented a basis on 
which a just and judicious bill might be founded. 

Mr. EVANS observed that this amendment pre- 
sented a question of whether there should be a 
revenue bill or norevenue bill; for he believed that, 
if it were adopted, Congress would undoubtedly 

adjourn without doing anything. 

Mr. PRESTON said there was now no doubt 
that some revenue bill was indispensable. He did 
not think it reasonable to suppose Congress would 
refuse to adopt an essen‘ia!lly necessary temporary 
measure. 

Mr. CONRAD observed that the right of origin- 
ating revenue bills belonged to the other House; 
and although the Senate has an undoubted right to 
amend any House bill, yet he could not consider the 
present proposition as anything but the assumption 
of a right to substitute a substantially new revenue 
bill. 

The CHAIR observed that there was no mate- 
rial difference between reducing the rate of duty 
by various amendments, and by altering such rate 
with an entire substitute for the bill. The Senate 
certainly bad the right to alter the rate of duty, if 
ithad not to originate a bill. The amendment was, 
therefore, in order. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut objected to the in- 
troduction of a cuty on tea and coffee into the 
amendment. He was for striking that out. 

Mr. WALKER would not, till all other re- 
sources for revenue were exhausted, consént to 
vote for a tax on tea and coffee. If there was no 


other reason for exempting these necessaries of life, 
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there was one all-sufficient—and that was, the great 
check which might be given to the progress of tem- 
perance. He submiited, as a substitute for the tax 
on tea and coffee, an amendmen’, proposing a tax 
of 3 percent. ad valorem on gold and silver ware 
above the value of $100. He called the aitention 
of the Senate to the Compendium of the Census, 
giving the amount of gold and silver melted down 
for this kind of ware. Although many States and 
cities had given no returns, yet it was found that 
$4,734,960 was the value of the precious metals 
raanutactured in less than one-fourth of the Union— 
showing that if the whole amount could be arrived 
at, it would exceed twenty millions ayear. There 
were no returns from Maine, Arkansas, Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa, or Louisiana; yet there is no place in 
the Union where more of the precious metals are 
locked up in manufactured ware than in New Or- 
leans. He next showed the partial returns from 
other States. The returns are only from one tenth 
of the number cf counties in the Union. 

Complaint was made of not having an adequate 
supply ef metallic coin, and this was made the 
pretext for the necessity of bank paper money., 
What he proposed was to put a moderate tax, for 
revenue, of only 3 per cent., on those articies of 
juxury, for the purpose of relieving the necessaries 
of life consumed by every laborer from an onerous 
tax. 

On this motion he called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that there was an 
obvious impropriety in the introducticn of a di- 
rect tax into a measure for indireci tayation. It 
was inappropriate, and objectionable in many 
respects. The Serator’s arguments were all in 
favorof a tax for revenue; but his motives are 
avowed to be fer the suppression of luxury, and 
the promotion of moral and economical habits. It 
is a proposition to use the taxing power for an 
object different from that of revenue. 

Mr. P. argued, at considerable length, to show 
that, alihough the tax proposed was only 3 per 
cent., it was, in effect, nothing but a sumptuary 
law. It was wrong in principle, and could pro- 
duce no revenue. He considered it a wild notion 
to think that a specie currency can be enforced. or 
stimulated by taxation. He was averse to any at- 
tempt to legisla'e for public morals, public econ- 
omy, or the stimulation of the currency by the in- 
direct use of a power given fora direct purpose. 
The Senator had hitherto resisted what he con- 
sidered attempts to wrest a direct power to in- 
direct purposes. 

Mr. P. next argued that tea and coffee were 
most legitimate objec's cf taxation. He denied 
that they were in reality necessaries of life. No 
matter by whom they are consumed, whether by 
the wealthy or the poor, they are luxuries. He 
could understand the application of the term 
‘necessaries of life’ to bread and meat; but not to 
an aroma brought from beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Mr. WALKER perceived that he was not au- 
thorized, at this late period of the session, te go as 
much at large into the subject as he otherwise 
might. But he should say that he was surprised 
to find the party, who in the late Presidential can- 
vass made so much noise about the “spoons” at 
the President’s mansion—who had armed them- 
selves with ‘gold spoons” in their war against 
luxuries—now refusing to tax with a very moderate 
rate of duty these very luxuries of gold spoons 
and gold andsilver ware. If he was to abandon 
this tax, because it would have the effect of dimin- 
ishing the amountof gold and silver ware in use, 
he would have to oppose, on the same principle, all 
propositions of revenue; for there was notan ar- 
ticle taxed in this bill that would not be, to that ex- 
tent, reduced in consumption. 


As to the propriety of introducing this tax into a 
bill for indirect revenue, he asked, Was there any 
prohibition in the Constitution against tating gold 
and silver ware? Was there not rather a mani- 
fest propriety in proposing such a tax ata mo- 
ment when the Government most required reve- 
nue, and when the treasury was bankrupt? 

Mr. PRESTON observed that the bill before the 
Senate was a bill to impose duties on imports, 


























There was, then, an obvious impropriety in intro- 
ducing a proposition of direct taxation init. The 
Senator had alluded to the outery about “gold 
spoons” and “silver forks.” He (Mr. P.) admit- 
ted that something too much had been said about 
those articles; but the Senstor sboald recolsect that 
it was provoked by the ccurse taken by bis own 
party, who had kept up a never-ceasing cry against 
their opponents as a ruffle-shirt«d, finger-ringed 
party. On these scores, he considered both parties 
mightecry “Quits.” 

Mr. BENTON svggested a modification of the 
proposition to 1 per cent. duty. 

Mr. WALKER adopted the modification. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN calculated that a tax of 
1 per cent. on ten miliion dollars worth of gold and 
silver ware, would produce only one hundred 
thousand dollars; and, he would ask, was it worth 
while, for the sake of some fifty thousand dollars 
—for the cost of co!!ection would eat up the rest— 
was it worth while, he would ask, to introduce into 
every man’s domicil an odious tax gatherer, the 
very sight of whom was offensive to every man in 
the community? How could aSenator, so superflu- 
ously Democratic, reconcile it to himself to propose 
that a corps of tax-gatherers snould be maintained 
by the Government to visit and pry into the do- 
mesti¢c arrangements of every house in the Union? 
He would ask the gentlemen opposite—who seemed 
to set themselves up as the peculiar guardians of 
the Constitulion—in what part of that sacred docu- 
ment did they find authority for refining and im- 
proving, by ‘tender strokes of legislative art,” the 
taste and genius of this nation? He was for 
leaving every man at liberty to do as he pleased 
with his own money, and to invest it in whatever 
way he liked. 

Mr. WALKER observed that some of the gen- 
tlemen opposite opposed this tax because it would 
bring too much revenue into the treasury; while 
o'bers opposed it because it would produce too lit- 
tle revenue.. He had agreed to accept a modifica- 
tion, so as to tax it only 1 per cent., to satisfy gen- 
tlemen. If the Senator from Kentucky [ Mr. Crirt- 
TENDEN] 1s convinced this tax ought not to be im- 
posed, because it will bring so little as one or two 
hundred theusand dollars into the treasury, he 
called upon him to abandon, on the same _ princi- 
ple, his tax on foreign bagging, which would bring 
only one hundred and fifty thousand dollars into 
the treasury. And, as to the Senator’s objection to 
the introduction of tax-gatherers into every man’s 
house, he would ask, was it not more marly to do 
it openly than to authorize an unseen and secret 
hand to be iniroduced, by stealth, into every man’s 
pocket, to extract from it half his earnings? as 
was the case by the indirect system of tax—tax on 
imports. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. SIMMONS 
and CRITTENDEN, 

The question was taken on Mr. Watxer's 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 11, 
nays 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Linn, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, ‘lappan, Walker, and 


Wright—1l1. 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Merrick, Muller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 


Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and White— 
Fhe question then recurred on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Rives, who modified it by 


striking out the duty of 20 per cent. on tea and 


the Senate, and limiting the duration of the duty 
on tea and coffee till afier the extinguishment of 
the public debt. 

Mr. SIMMONS said, if the Senator’s cbject was 
to assist those interests at present prostrated, he 
thought it could be better done by amendments 
of the original bill, than by the substitute pro- 
posed. 

Mr. BERRIEN felt called upon to assign his 
reasons for the vcte he should give. If he thought 
the acoption of a revenue bill, perfected by the 
Senate, would be the result of taking the substitute 
proposed by the Senator from Virginia as a basis 
for a revenue bill, as suggested by the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] he would be 
disposed to give it the preference. But feeling 


coffee, and leaving it blank for further action of 





persuaded, as he did, that the only result of adopt- 
ing this substitute would be to defeat all hope of 
passing a revenue Lill this session, be should feel 
constrained to vote against the amendment. 

Atter a few remarks trom Messrs. CHOATE, 
CALHOUN, RIVES, and CRITTENDEN, 

Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out so much of the 

econd section as imposes a duty on tea and coffee; 
and on this question he called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

The queston was then taken on Mr. ALLEN’s 
amendmeon!, and resulted in the negative—yeas 19, 
nays 24, as follows: 

Y&AS—Mesers. Allen, Bagby, Buchanan, Critterden, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Graham, Linn, Phelps, Porter, Smith of Connecti- 


cut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbridge, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—19 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Calhoun, Ciuoate, Conrad, Cratis, Dayton, Evans, Henderson, 
Huntington, King, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead. Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, and ™® 


te— 
24, 

The question was then taken on i ws 
amendment, and resulted in ihe negative gi 
nays 31, as follows: 


YFAS—Messrs. Archer, Baeby, Cathoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 


Hen lerson, K hg, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
and Wi cox 13 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Srafis, Crittenden, 


Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Linn, Maller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of In- 
diana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge, 
Woodbury, and Young—3l. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert a substitute; [being 
the same temporary revenue bill offered by Mr. 
HaBersHaM in the House of Representatives, to 
legalize the collection of 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
with 5 per cent. added for the home value, and in- 
serting tea and coffee for daty.] 

He believed more reveuue would be derived 
from this bill, than from that of the House; be- 
sides allowing the distribution act to take effect. 
On this motion be called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Merrick’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 12, 
nays 26, as follows: 

YEA*=—Messrs. Bagby, Calhoun, Fulton, Graham, Hender- 


son, King, Mangum, Merrick, 


Preston, 
Woodbridge 12. 


Rives, Sevier, and 


NAYS—Meessrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate. Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Huntington, M. ‘er, Morehead, Porter, Sim- 
inons, Smith 


ith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tappan, Tall- 
madge, White, and Wright—26. 

Mr. EVANS submitted an amendment, with a 
view of correcting a great fraud hitherto commit- 
ted on the revenue. He alladed to the manner in 
which blankets are brought into the country so as 
to evade a higher duty than 15 per cent. He pro- 
posed a designation cf dimensions which he 
thought wonld correc! the fraud. 

Mr. BENTON objected to the introduction of 
measurement without weight, and did not know 
what the weight of the coarse bianket shonid be. 
He inquired if the size of blankets had heretofore 
been fixed in any law. 

[Mr. Simmons and others answered in the nega- 
tive. ] 

Mr. B. said such was his own recollection. In- 
dian blankets, made to the pattern of the fur tra- 
ders, were governed by size and weight; but that 
had not been the ca-e with other blankets: they 
had only been discriminated by the price, taking 
75 cents as the dividing point. The act of 1832 
reduced the blankets below that cost to 5 per cent. 
on the value; and it was his intention to meve the 
same reduction in this bill, and also to reduce 
coars@ woollens to the same low rate of duty, 
Coarse woollens and coarse blankets were fixed at 
5 per cent. by the act of 1832; and he considered 
it but justice to the laboring part of the commu- 
nity so to reduce them. They were articles of in- 
dispensable necessity to the laborer. Thin cotton 
would do for him in the summer; but, when winter 
came, coarse woollen was indispensable. The ex- 
posed laborer must have it, to keep out cold, and 
snow, and rain, and blasting winds. He miust 
have it, to keep rheumatism out of his bones— 
pleurisies from under his ribs—colds, coughs, and 
consumplions from his lungs,—and to keep life in 
his body. It might be safely assumed that coarse 
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woollens and coarse blank -ts, in the scale of neces- 
saries, took rank ec ose afier bread and foot; tor 
life could hardly be preserved without them: the 
exposed laborer could hardly live wiibout them 


they may; and he 


He must |.ave them, cost what n 
poss'bie The 


should have them taxed as brite 

minimum valuation woculy increases the tax on 
these Coarse al icles. At tre yr per tm ’ he 
should muve to reduce them to the same du 
fixed in the act of 1832, and which made ticm 


virtnally free. 

Some cxplanaiiéns on this point were mace be- 
tween Messrs. EVANS, SIMMONS, and BEM 
TON; after which, Mr. Evans’s amen'ment wa 
adopied; which was, (0 change the dimensions 
from 72by 52 inches t 45 by 60, as the maximem 
of blankets subject to 15 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. BERRIEN submitted an amendment, the 


effect of which would be to vive railecoad compa- 


nies, F \culing to cemy n ther ral roads, 
time ti railroad iron tree of dutv, in cer- 
taip i the 30ih of March, 1844; and in cer- 
tain other cases t March, 1845: provided the s7me 


is laid down permanept!y within one year after im- 
portation. He also proposed other amendments of 
minor importance jn relation to ratlroadiron. Mr. 
B. explained, at considerable length, the proprie'y 
and justice of these amendmenis. 

Mr. SEVIER esked the Senator from Georgia 
to suspend his ame odment, to enable him to submit 
asubstitute for the bill, by which the object of the 
Senator from Georgia would be as readily accom- 
plished; which being assented to by Mr. Berrien, 
Mr. 8S. moved to amend the biil by striking out 
all after the enacting clause, and inserting a short 








bill (which he handed in) proposing a duty of 
25 percent. ad valorem on the home value, as 
follows: 

Section |. That, on ali arti my ed} { ] 
States, from andatter the passage o i re shall be levied 
collected, and paid, a duty of twenty-five per centum uy he 
value thereo!, to be ascet \ 1 ler pr 
and no more, excejy onall ai és W h are specially name 
and are exeinpic troemduty by et lh ee ot the act nl 
tled “An act to modify the rreeath of July, « 
thousand eight ! lred a thirty-tw ‘ i r actsimpo 
sing duties On bnports,”’ passe lay of March,i 
the year one t! vf eight hund irty-three; whi 
said articles shal!, alter the passa i *t. continue to 
admitted free of duty; and, als he Wing named artic 
shall, after the | day, be adnutied tree of duty, to wit: tea and 
coffee, gold ands ullion, and all a s imported for the 
use of the Piited > and all ra vad Iron, laid dow ran 
tended for the purpose of layi dow ny railroad or i 
clined plane, in ed prtor t har ff! March. « 
thousand eigh dred and forty four talso be tree of duty, 
and after that day shall be sul | twenty per cer 
tum ad va 1 for 

Sec. 2. An fi l ! her ’ f 
this act, the uke ‘ | re 
duced to the same rat y as rice mnported rthe 
raw maierk of wuieh it pricci Hy ny ed, or from 
which it is principaily ma 3 Su t y this act, a by 
more 

Sec 3. And he it further ¢ ed, Tha after 
passage ot this act, hie 1 va rel alr { dulhs ¢ TooOUs 
wares, and merciandis hall be est 1 in the fol 9 
manner: t he actual sf, a1 the ynes have been actually 
purchaaed, or the actu hay | 
cured otherwise tha ' and pla Ww 
and where yp n 





per centum ons ‘ 


Mr. S. bad only a word tesav. Te was ready 
to go for a tar:ffs ypercent. He was willing to 
give the Government one dollar out of every four 
he spent on hing forhis back, and on every 
oiher toreign he consumed. He ealled on 
his friend the Senator from Missovri [*ir. Pen 
TON] tosupport his amendment. 

Mr. S. demanded the yeas and nay 
ordered. 

Mr. BENTON, in answer to the appeal made 
to him by the Senator from Atkau-as, [Mr. Sr- 
VIER,} said he considered any bili which passed at 
this session as being in its nature necessarily a 
rrovisional and temporary act, to continue un'il 
the first session of the next Congress. Locking at 
the bills under this aspect, he wou!d rot be strenu- 
ous in bis support of bis own He would 
yield moch, tor the sake of a bil’; and the first 
thing to yield, was the conduct of the business to 
the majority, who were resp: rit. Onde 
tails, he felt himself at liberty to r amendments; 
but as to the frame cor character of the bill, the 
majority must have their own way. They only 
can passa bill; and it will pot d> to take it out of 


aricie 


; Which were 


( piu ons 


mnsible fe 





their band<, by substituting one which they op- i] 
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pore. On this principle he bad voted against the 
cub-titute offered by tne Seraor from Virginia, 


[Mir. Rive :] on the same prinespie he must vote 
azainst the sul titute now offercd The Senater 
from Maine, who has the contuct of the bill, 
[Mc Evans } declared that no bill eovid be paceed 
; the substirut «ff read by the Sena r fr oh) Vir- 
mnia should be ade pied: he would say the same ¢ 
epires at subst tute. ¢ ‘ir EFeans ro'jded assent. ) 
Mr. LE. said ths was decisive: the resp nsib:e ma- 
jority mut bave their orn bill. The Government 


J 


needs money, and mest have it; andif he w. uld 


net aid, he would at least not vote to puta hill 
upon ithe majoriy, which they say cannot be car- 
ried. 

The guestion was then taken «on Mr. Sevier’s 








emendment, and resalied in the negative—ycas 21, 
nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Alien, Bagby, Bentoa, 'Beriien, Calhoun, 
( wer Fi wm, Graham, Henderso King, Linn, Preston, 
Rives, Sovier, Tappan, Walker, Willams, Woodbridge, Wood- 
t y, Wr t, and ¥ E <| 

NAYS -Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate 
Clayton, Conrad. Crafts, Critténden. Dayton, Evans, Hunt 
ton, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps. Porter, Sieotmuons, 
Smith of In tiaaa, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White 

ihe question then recurred on Mr. Berrien’s 


amenament, as before stated. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thovght that 
panie~ ongzht to be placcd en same 
individuals. He opposed to admit iren tree 
of duty, to secrifice the great iren iuterests of this 
country. 

Mr. BERRIEN replied at some length 
BucHANAN’S remark. 

After a brief rejoinder from Mr. BUCHANAN, 


railroad com- 
the footing as 


wes 


to Mr. 


The question was taken on Mr. Berrrien’s 
amendment, and resulted in the negative—yeas 18, 


nays 23, as follows: 


Are 


YERAs—Meessrs c 1eby, Berrien, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
F , Graham, Henderson, King, Porter, Preston, Sevie 
Smmoos, Sprague, Tallmadge, Woodbrilge, Wright, and 
¥ ing i” ° 

NAYS— Messrs Allen, Barrow. Bat Bayard, B n, Bu 

man, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafs, Dayton, Evans, Hur 
tington, Linn, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Rives, Smith of Indi- 


ana, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, and Williams ) 

Mr. PORTER moved te include, among 
factured wood subject to 20 per cent. ad v 
unwrought spats. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to amend the bill by add- 


manu- 





ing, as an additional seciion, a provision repealing 
the sixth section of the disiilouw'ien aci, as follows: 
{nd e it further er reled, That the 7 t 
’ acter l“Ani LO approputa 
e sales | iblic lands, and to grant 4 
1 ray Se] r 4. Im4], be and t sa 
peaied 


Mr. WALKER ealiled for the 
which were crcered. 


Mr. WRIGHT had hitherto voted 


on this bill in 


a sincere beiief that if was the intention of ihe 
Senate to pass a revenue bill, which weuid have 
ome probdvab liv of going into effect. Every one 


knew tha’, if ithisamendment was adopted, 
would bi 1 


Congress 


prepared adjourn forthwrh—for all 


we of passing a revenue bill would be dissipated. 
‘The question was then taken, and resulied in the 


negative—yeas 10, nays 30, «as follows: 








YEAS—Messis. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Ciayton, Critten.- 
len, G um, Mangum, Merrick, White, and Woodbride: 10. 

NAS—Messrs. Allen. Bagby, Bates, Benton, Bernen, Bu- 
han Caj@oun, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbe rt, Ey ins, 
Fu Henderson, King, Linn, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
f Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Siurgeon, Tall- 
madge, Tappan, Wa Williams, Woodbury, Wright, aad 
Young— 


Mr. CONRAD moved to amend the bill by 
striking out, page 27, section 8, from the word 
“fi-st,” in the 5h line, to the word “fpound,” in the 
14h line—that is, the class fications of sugar; and 
to substitute a proposition he hanled in, being 3 
cents per pound on raw sugar, and 2 
sirup of sugar. 

Mr. EVANS thovght the matter had better staud 
asit was. Ele would gladly unite with the Sen- 
ator in any proposinon to prevent sirup of sugar 
from being tmported as molasses 

Mr. CONRAD was glad to find the Senator 
from Maine disposed to assist him in his endeavor 
to prevent the fraud of importing sugar-sirup as 
molasses. He thought his amendment in resocet 
to sugar ought also to prevail, 


cenhis on 
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li $13,000. 








s_ciahbaaar ap annactateavsoteaieouiaadoababateaeaaeatesnseseetitan a aaegsanenassa-aateaastaaainaeisenaa aR 
After a few remarks from Messrs. SIMMONS, 
WOODBURY, and CONRAD, the yeas and Bays 
being called and ordered— 
Tre was taken 
amendment, and resulied in 
nays 24, es tollows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Pates, Conrad, 
Phelps, Soratue, and Woodbridge—8 
NAYS— Messrs. Alien, Be non, Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


on Mr. Conrap's 
he nezative—}eaz 8, 


question 


Dayton, Miller, 


Cla 1, Crafts, Crittend Fulton, Grai am, King, Linn, Man 
gum, Sevier, Smith of Connecucut, Smit of Indiana, Sturgeon 
Pajpan, Walker, White, Williams, Vs oodbury, Wright, and 
Young—24 


Mr. CLAYTON moved to amend the bill by an 
addition, to come in at ihe en:! of the bill; the effect 
of which would be, ihat so long as the distribution, 
under the distribution aci, should remain suspend- 
ed, according to the 6h section cf that act, the ten 
percent granted by it to the new States, and the 


16th amd 17th sections of said act, shall a'!so be 


suspended. 
Mr. K{NG observed that nobody cou'd doubt 
tha’, Whie the cistribution was to continue sus. 


penced, te 10 per cent. to the new States was also 
to be suspended. If the Senator had no other ob- 
ject in view, he was heartily welcome to his (Mr. 
K.’s) voie for his amendment. But he asked why 
suspend the 16th and 17:h secticns of the distribu- 
tion act? 

Mr. CLAYTON thought that, on the same 
principle, the 2 per cent to Alabema and Missis- 
Sippl Cught to be suspended. 

Mr. KING snowed that toese sections related to 
the 2 percent. fund, which was the undoubted right 
of those States, whether there was a distribution 
act or not; and the only difference that act made 
was, as tv the manner of expending the fund with. 
in the States themselves. If the Senator would 
consent to strike out the proposition to suspend 
the 16ta and 17:1 sections of the distribution act, 
be (Mr. K.) wouid vele for his amendment. 

ivir. WALKER said if this amendment was 
persisted in, he would move to adjourn, as he 
would require tme to collect documents for an 
argument be should make sgainst the proposition; 
for those s-ctions had reference to the 2 per 
ceit fund to which those States had an undoubted 
right, without regard to distribution. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said there would be no diffi- 
culty ifthe Senator from Delaware would modify 
his amendment as suggecited by the Senator from 
Alabama 

Mr. CLAYTON assvenied to the modification. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Nir. WILLIAMS moved to strike out the word 
“unground,” as applied to plaster of Paris, in- 
cluced a he free ariicles. Plaster of Paris 
Was an artic-e introduced exelusively for manure. 

Atter a few remarks from Messrs. EVANS, 
BATES, and WILLIAMS, the amendment was 
rejected—ayes 14, noes 20. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to change the duty 
on patent sheathing from two cents per pound to 
six cents per pound. 

Mr. TALLMADGE opposed the amendment. 
Mr. EVANS was in favor of leaving the matter 
it stands in the bill. 

Tre amen ment was rejecied. 

Mr. CONRAD moved to amend the bill, by sub- 
stituting, in the section imposing duty on molasses, 
a measure of Weigh!, instead of a measure of ca: 
pacity. He proposed to substinte half a cent per 
pound, instead of five cents per gallon. 

Mr. MERRICK approved of the amendment. 
He read a letter in favor of the proposed change. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. WOODBU- 
RY, WALKER, EVANS, CONRAD, WIL. 
LIAMS, MERRICK, and TAPPAN, the amend- 
ment was modified, on the suegestion of Messrs. 
WALKER and WOODBURY, to four milis per 
pound, which would be about equal to the daty 
now in the ill. It was adopted. 

Mr. KING objecied to the daty of six cents per 
pound op “untarred cordage,” which he showed 
tobe a duty of 100 per cent., and entirely pro- 
hidi'ory. He moved to insert three cents per pound 
as the duty on untarred cordage. 

Mr. EVANS thought it hardly worth while ‘o 
disturb the bill for such a trifling matter; the whole 
importation of the article last year was under 
After a few remarks from Messrs, 


among 


~ 





